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The Daily Sun, 21 July 2022

Seminar on Blue Economy, Maritime Security: Bangladesh
Perspective

Diplomatic Correspondent, 21st July, 2022

State Minister for Planning Shamsul Alam on Thursday emphasised on the contribution of the
blue economy to Bangladesh’s future sustainable development endeavors.

Addressing a hybrid Seminar on Blue Economy and Maritime Security: Bangladesh Perspective
organized by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), he also
emphasised on two specific issues for the sustainable development and proper utilization of the
blue economy, resource exploration and resource exploitation.

The State Minister highlighted the importance of knowledge mobilization and conducting
research on the subject matter and proposed to establish a separate ministry for blue economy or
a separate division under the Ministry of Science and Technology.

[
fybid Seminar o o Coeyrity: B quSh PET'JI ve
EIueEmnnm}'and Maritime I ﬁ 013
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Rear Admiral (Retd.) Md. Khurshed Alam, Secretary, Maritime Affairs Unit, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, attended the seminar as the Special Guest. Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain,
Chairman of BIISS chaired the Inaugural Session, and Major General Mohammad Maksudur
Rahman delivered the

Welcome Remarks.

In his welcome remarks, Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman laid importance on
creating a blue economy belt to utilise the huge untapped resources of the vast area of the sea.

Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain stressed ensuring maritime security and harnessing the
potential of the blue economy.

Khurshed Alam highlighted the potential of marine resources in the country’s economy along
with some of the challenges.

In the Working Session, Prof Abul Kalam Azad of Jahangirnagar University, made a
presentation on “Blue Economy and Ocean Governance: Bangladesh Perspective”. Prof Delwar
Hossain of Dhaka University

On “Maritime Security and Strategy in the Bay of Bengal”.

Ms. Moutusi Islam, Research Fellow, BIISS, made a presentation on “Nexus between Maritime
Security and Blue Economy: Implications for Bangladesh in Post-Covid Era”. Another
presentation titled “Bangladesh’s Economic Prospect in the Bay of Bengal” was made by
Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director, BIISS.

The Working Session was chaired by Ambassador M. Humayun Kabir, President, Bangladesh
Enterprise Institute (BEI).

There was an open discussion session in the seminar which was attended and spoke by senior
officials from different ministries, ambassadors and high commissioners, senior civil and
military officials, media, academia, think tanks, business personalities, students and teachers
from different universities participated in the session.

They stressed the importance of the blue economy and marine resources to the country’s
economy and future development endeavors. They also highlighted different issues of maritime
security in the context of Bangladesh.

https://www.daily-sun.com/post/633149/Seminar-on-Blue-Economy-Maritime-Security:-
Bangladesh-Perspective
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Dhaka tribune, 22 July 2022

Sustainable development: Separate ministry for blue economy proposed
State Minister for Planning highlights the importance of knowledge mobilization and
conducting research on the subject matter

Hybrid Seminar on @'&;
Blue Economy and Maritime Secyri
Chief Guest Specia

t’yf Sanghdesh Perspective

H. E. Dr. Shamsul Alam niral {Retd.) Md. Khurched &
Honourable Minister of State, Ministry of Planning Secratary, Narkime Allsies tak. . -
Government of the People's Republic of Banglacesh iy s

Organized by
Bangladesh Insti
0.

tute of International and Strategic 5

e U

State Minister for Planning Dr Shamsul Alam speaks at a hybrid seminar on “Blue Economy ana Maritime
Security: Bangladesh Perspective” on Thursday, July 21, 2022 UNB

State Minister for Planning Dr Shamsul Alam has proposed to establish a separate ministry for
the blue economy or a separate division under the Ministry of Science and Technology.

He emphasized the contribution of the blue economy to Bangladesh’s future sustainable
development endeavors.

While speaking as the chief guest at a seminar, the state minister emphasized two specific issues
for sustainable development and proper utilization of the blue economy — resource exploration

and resource exploitation.

He also highlighted the importance of knowledge mobilization and conducting research on the
subject matter.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organized the hybrid seminar
on “Blue Economy and Maritime Security: Bangladesh Perspective” on Thursday.
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Rear Admiral (Retd) Md Khurshed Alam, secretary of Maritime Affairs Unit of Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, attended the seminar as a special guest.

BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the inaugural session while its Director Gen Maj
General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman delivered the welcome remarks.

The BIISS DG emphasized creating a blue economy belt to utilize the huge untapped resources
of the vast area of the sea.

Kazi Imtiaz Hossain stressed ensuring maritime security and harnessing the potential of the blue
economy.

Secretary Khurshed Alam highlighted the potential of marine resources in the country’s economy
along with some of the challenges.

In the working session, four presentations were made. Dr Abul Kalam Azad, professor of
International Relations of Jahangirnagar University, made a presentation on “Blue Economy and
Ocean Governance: Bangladesh Perspective”.

A presentation titled “Maritime Security and Strategy in the Bay of Bengal” was made by Prof
Dr Delwar Hossain, of the Department of International Relations of University of Dhaka and
member of Bangladesh Public Service Commission.

Moutusi Islam, BIISS research fellow, made a presentation on “Nexus between Maritime
Security and Blue Economy: Implications for Bangladesh in Post-Covid Era”.

A presentation titled “Bangladesh’s Economic Prospect in the Bay of Bengal” was made by Dr
Mahfuz Kabir, BIISS research director.

The working session was chaired by Ambassador M Humayun Kabir, president of Bangladesh
Enterprise Institute (BEI).

Senior officials from different ministries, ambassadors and high commissioners, senior civil and
military officials, media, academia, think tanks, business personalities, students and teachers

from different universities participated in the open session.

They stressed the importance of the blue economy and marine resources to the country’s
economy and future development endeavors.

They also highlighted different issues of maritime security in the context of Bangladesh.

https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2022/07/22/sustainable-development-separate-
ministry-for-blue-economy-proposed
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The Financial Express, 22 July 2022

Experts suggest creating a separate ministry on blue economy
FE REPORT | Published: July 22, 2022 10:51:54 | Updated: July 23, 2022 18:35:02

Mentioning that untapped potential of the ocean-based economy can bring a huge
opportunity for Bangladesh, discussants at a programme have suggested creating a
separate ministry for harnessing huge resources hidden in its Bay-based blue economy.

They eye huge jobs, foreign investments and exports in multifaceted industries that can
be built using the marine resources in 19,467-square-kilometre resource-rich bay area
Bangladesh - got through dispute settlement with India and Myanmar in international
arbitration.

Huge offshore oil and gas reserves are yet beyond reach, they said, striking a note of
optimism that the potential ocean economy may change the whole ecosystem of
Bangladesh's economy.

The suggestion and observations came at a hybrid seminar on 'Blue Economy and
Maritime Security: Bangladesh Perspective' arranged by Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) on Thursday.

Chairman of BIISS Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the inaugural session of
the event.

Speaking as the chief guest, State Minister for the Ministry of Planning Dr Shamsul
Alam said the government had put emphasis on the contribution of the blue economy in
Bangladesh's future sustainable development endeavours.

He underscored the need for resource exploration and resource exploitation for the
sustainable development and proper utilisation of the blue economy.

At the same time, he said that knowledge mobilisation and conducting research on the
subject matter were equally important.

The state minister also proposed establishing a separate ministry for blue economy or a
separate division under the Ministry of Science and Technology for properly
harnessing huge resources hidden in the blue.

BIISS Chairman Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain stressed ensuring maritime security
and harnessing the potential of the blue economy.

In his welcome remarks, BIISS Director General Major General Mohammad Maksudur

Rahman put emphasis on creating a blue economy belt to utilise the huge untapped
resources of the vast area of the sea.
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Secretary of Maritime Affairs Unit at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Md Khurshid
Alam said Bangladesh got a 19,467-quare-kilometre highly resourceful area in the Bay
of Bengal after winning maritime-boundary disputes with Myanmar and India.

The total sea area of Bangladesh is 664 kilometres, but fish is harvested in only 60-
kilometre waters, said Mr Alam, also a retired rear admiral of Bangladesh's naval

force.

Not only fish or mineral resources, rather Ocean Economy may change the whole
picture of the economy of Bangladesh, he observed.

By utilising the marine resources, various industries, including tourism, shipbuilding,
deep-sea fishing, container, medicine, and cosmetics industry, can be developed, added
Mr Alam.

Jjubairfel 980@gmail.com
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The Business Standard, 21 July 2022

‘Long-term strategy essential to tap blue economy potentials’
Experts also stress exploration of maritime resources

Bangladesh lacks a long-term strategic plan to explore the potentials of the blue economy,
say experts and policy makers.

"Bangladesh's development progress in the future is dependent on its capacities to explore the
untapped maritime potentials after the great victory against Myanmar and India in maritime
boundaries. To unlock the potential of this victory, the government considers the blue economy
as a new development frontier," Dr Shamsul Alam, state minister for planning, said at a seminar
titled "Blue economy and maritime security: Bangladesh Perspective".

"We have a unique Delta Plan 2100 that covers maritime affairs and the blue economy. But we
should have a long-term strategic action plan to catch the diversified arenas of the bay," he added
at the event organised by Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS).

He emphasised on two specific issues for the sustainable development and proper utilisation of
the blue economy, i.e., resource exploration and resource exploitation.

"Quick completion of a multidimensional survey of marine resources is perhaps yet to be done.
Increased number of oceangoing vessels, modernisation and capacity building of the sea ports
are very much needed. I do not know why the private sector is not coming up with oceangoing
vessels," he added.

He also highlighted the importance of knowledge mobilisation and conducting research on the
subject matter.

He proposed to establish a separate ministry for the blue economy or a separate division under
the Ministry of Science and Technology.

The speakers said despite being awarded an additional 19,467 square kilometres of maritime area
in 2014, Bangladesh is yet to utilise the full potentials of a blue economy.

"Not only fish or mineral resources, rather a blue economy may change the whole picture of the
economy of Bangladesh. By utilising marine resources, various industries, including tourism,
shipbuilding, deep sea fishing, container, medicine, and cosmetic industries can be developed,"
Rear Admiral Md Khurshed Alam, secretary, maritime affairs unit, said while presenting his

paper.

Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, director general, BIISS, said, "Bangladesh has
targeted to increase the contribution of the blue economy to GDP by 9% in 2025 and 10% by
2030. Experts argue that Bangladesh has 120 trillion-dollar ocean resources which could make
Bangladesh an Asian superpower."
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He emphasised on creating a blue economy belt to utilise the huge untapped resources of the vast
area of the sea.

In 2014, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Seas verdict gave Bangladesh the
sovereign rights to 1,18,813 sq km territorial sea, 200 nautical miles of exclusive economic zone
and all kinds of animal and non-animal resources under the 354 nautical mile continental shelf.

With the additional maritime area, Bangladesh found a maximum depth of 2,200 metres at the
edge of its maritime boundary.

While speaking on maritime security, Prof Delwar Hossain, Department of International
Relations, University of Dhaka, mentioned about the balanced role of Bangladesh to deal with
the regional, extra-regional and global power like China-India rivalry in the sea.

BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the seminar while Abul Kalam Azad, professor of

International Relations of Jahangirnagar University, former ambassador M Humayun Kabir
spoke among others.

23



Daily Industry, 23 July 2022
Separate Ministry for blue economy sought

Sustainable Development

Staff Correspondent: State Minister for Planning Dr Shamsul Alam has proposed to establish a
separate ministry for the blue economy or a separate division under the Ministry of Science and
Technology.

He emphasized on the contribution of the blue economy to Bangladesh’s future sustainable
development endeavors.

While speaking as the chief guest at a seminar, the State Minister emphasized on two specific
issues for the sustainable development and proper utilization of the blue economy — resource
exploration and resource exploitation. He also highlighted the importance of knowledge
mobilization and conducting research on the subject matter.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organized the hybrid seminar
on “Blue Economy and Maritime Security: Bangladesh Perspective” on Thursday.

Secretary, Maritime Affairs Unit, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Rear Admiral (Retd) Md.
Khurshed Alam attended the seminar as a special guest. BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain
chaired the inaugural session while its Director General Major General Mohammad Maksudur
Rahman delivered the welcome remarks.

The BIISS DG emphasized on creating a blue economy belt to utilize the huge untapped
resources of the vast area of the sea.

Kazi Imtiaz Hossai stressed ensuring maritime security and harnessing the potential of the blue
economy.

Secretary Khurshed Alam highlighted the potential of marine resources in the country’s economy
along with some of the challenges. In the working session, four presentations were made. Dr.
Abul Kalam Azad, Professor of International Relations, Jahangirnagar University, made a
presentation on “Blue Economy and Ocean Governance: Bangladesh Perspective”.

A presentation titled “Maritime Security and Strategy in the Bay of Bengal” was made by
Professor Dr Delwar Hossain, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka, and
Member, Bangladesh Public Service Commission.

Moutusi Islam, BIISS Research Fellow made a presentation on “Nexus between Maritime
Security and Blue Economy: Implications for Bangladesh in Post-Covid Era”.

A presentation titled “Bangladesh’s Economic Prospect in the Bay of Bengal” was made by Dr
Mahfuz Kabir, BIISS Research Director.

The working session was chaired by Ambassador M Humayun Kabir, President, Bangladesh

Enterprise Institute (BEI).
Senior officials from different ministries, ambassadors and high commissioners, senior civil and
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military officials, media, academia, think tanks, business personalities, students and teachers
from different universities participated in the open session.

They stressed the importance of the blue economy and marine resources to the country’s
economy and future development endeavors.

They also highlighted different issues of maritime security in the context of Bangladesh.
https://dailyindustry.news/separate-ministry-for-blue-economy-sought/
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The Daily Observer, 22 July 2022

‘Separate ministry or division imperative to explore blue economy’
Business Correspondent

State minister for planning Shamsul Alam has laid emphasis on setting up a separate ministry for
blue economy or a separate division under the Ministry of Science and Technology to speed up
plans to harness the potentials of vast sea resources in the Bay of Bengal.

The minister told this while speaking as chief guest at a seminar titled 'Blue Economy and
Maritime Security: Bangladesh Perspective' organized by Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies (BIISS) in the city on Thursday.

Rear Admiral (Retd.) Md Khurshed Alam, Secretary, Maritime Affairs Unit, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs was special guest while Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain, Chairman, BIISS, chaired the
opening session. Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, Director General and Chief
Executive of the BIISS delivered the opening remarks.

Shamsul Alam said, "We do have lots of potentialities in our vast sea. We need coordinated
initiatives and work together with India and Myanmar to harness the sea resources."

He said once there was territorial problem in the sea regarding ownership with neighboring
countries but Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina solved it internationally and it is time to advance
ahead.

He called for more private sector investments to develop the sea resources and suggested for
launching Blue Bonds in the capital market to raise funds by private investors for maritime
fishing, exploration of oil, gas and other minerals, shipping, tourism and many others marine
biology based business.

Former Ambassador M. Humayun Kabir, President, Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI) and
many others took part in discussions marked by question answer sessions.

Dr. Abul Kalam Azad, Professor of International Relations, Jahangirnagar University, Professor
Dr. Delwar Hossain, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka, and Member,
Bangladesh Public Service Commission, Moutusi Islam, Research Fellow, BIISS and by Dr
Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director of the BIISS spoke in the event.

Speakers emphasized on unlocking the potentials of blue economy. They also insisted for the
need of coordinated action plans and highlighted different issues of maritime security in the
context of Bangladesh.

Senior officials from different ministries, ambassadors and high commissioners, senior civil

and military officials, academia, think tanks, business leaders, students and teachers from
different universities participated in the session.
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The Daily Star, 22 July 2022

Blue economy ministry proposed to tap potential
Diplomatic Correspondent

State Minister for Planning Shamsul Alam yesterday proposed creating a new authority —
either a ministry or a division under a ministry — to help dedicatedly tap the potential of blue
economy.

Though the country's maritime disputes were settled in 2014, the private sector is not
coming up with investment focusing the immense associated potentials, including fishing,
shipping, mineral resources and marine food and tourism, he said.

Alam was addressing a seminar titled "Blue Economy and Maritime Security: Bangladesh
Perspective" organised by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies
(BIISS) on its premises.

While small boats are now the prime mode for fishing, fish of higher economic value can be
caught at deep sea but this potential is largely untapped, said Khurshed Alam, secretary
(maritime affairs) to the foreign ministry.

Given Bangladesh's location and international trade, shipping holds enormous potentials. As
a deep-sea port is in the offing in Bangladesh, it is high time for the private sector to make
new investment, he said.

It is crucial to conduct comprehensive studies on different sectors of the blue economy and
draw investments, said Khurshed Alam.

The Bay of Bengal may become a theatre of great power games in the future with changes in
global geopolitics, said Prof Delwar Hossain of the Department of International Relations at
the University of Dhaka.

There are a number of initiatives, including the Belt and Road Initiative led by China, US-
led Indo-Pacific Economic Framework and Indo-Pacific Strategy, Japan's Free and Open
Indo-Pacific and the Aukus nuclear pact among Australia, UK and US, he said.

"We need to deal carefully to keep our interests in the region," he said.

Regional groups, including the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (Bimstec) and Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), can play
important roles in harnessing the potentials of blue economy, said Bangladesh Enterprise
Institute President M Humayun Kabir.

As the current chair of the IORA, Bangladesh should float ideas and translate them into

actions. When it comes to security issue, Bangladesh should promote itself as an agent of
peace, he said.
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Optimum utilisation of the blue economy can add 3 to 4 percentage points to Bangladesh's
gross domestic product (GDP) growth, said speakers at the event.

However, inadequacies prevail in research allocation, seaweed value chain and market
development and assessment of stocks of inorganic marine resources, including minerals,
they said.

Bangladesh is equipped to fish within just 60 square kilometres off the coast whereas it has
exclusive rights to about 118,813 square kilometres.

Bangladesh's share in global fish production is limited to only 2.6 per cent while its oceanic
economic zone is equal to 81 per cent of its mainland, states the BIISS.

In his recent budget speech in parliament, Finance Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal
announced a "Pilot Project on Tuna and Similar Pelagic Fishing in the Deep Sea".

Prof Dr Abul Kalam Azad of the Jahangirnagar University, BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz

Hossain, Director General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, Research Director Dr Mahfuz
Kabir and research fellow Moutusi Islam also spoke.
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The New Nation, 23 July 2022

Separate ministry or division needed for blue economy: Shamsul
Business Desk

State Minister for Planning Shamsul Alam on Thursday called for setting up a separate ministry
or a separate division under the Ministry of Science and Technology to ensure proper use of the
blue economy through resource exploration and resource exploitation.

He was addressing the hybrid seminar "Blue Economy and Maritime Security: Bangladesh
Perspective" organised by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)
reports UNB.

The state minister emphasised the contribution of the blue economy to Bangladesh's future
sustainable development efforts. He also highlighted the importance of knowledge mobilisation
and conducting research on the area.

Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, director general of BIISS, emphasised creating a
blue economy belt to use the huge untapped resources of the vast area of the sea.

Rear Admiral Md Khurshed Alam (retired), secretary at the Maritime Affairs Unit of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, attended the seminar as a special guest.

Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain, chairman of BIISS, chaired the inaugural session. Dhaka
University Professor Delwar Hossain, Jahangirnagar University Professor Abul Kalam Azad,
BIISS Research Director Mahfuz Kabir, and Research Fellow Moutusi Islam also spoke at the
seminar.
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The Business Post, 23 July 2022

‘Set up separate ministry for blue economy’
UNB . Dhaka

State Minister for Planning Shamsul Alam on Thursday called for setting up a separate
ministry or a separate division under the Ministry of Science and Technology to ensure
proper use of the blue economy through resource exploration and resource exploitation.

He was addressing the hybrid seminar “Blue Economy and Maritime Security: Bangladesh
Perspective” organised by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies
(BIISS).

The state minister emphasised the contribution of the blue economy to Bangladesh’s future
sustainable development efforts.

He also highlighted the importance of knowledge mobilisation and conducting research on the
area.

Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, director general of BIISS, emphasised creating a
blue economy belt to use the huge untapped resources of the vast area of the sea.

Rear Admiral Md Khurshed Alam (retired), secretary at the Maritime Affairs Unit of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, attended the seminar as a special guest.

Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain, chairman of BIISS, chaired the inaugural session.
Dhaka University Professor Delwar Hossain, Jahangirnagar University Professor Abul Kalam
Azad, BIISS Research Director Mahfuz Kabir, and Research Fellow Moutusi Islam also spoke at

the seminar.

https://businesspostbd.com/front/set-up-separate-ministry-for-blue-economy-2022-07-23
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