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Preface 

Apart from many other research programmes and 
organizational activities, the Bangladesh Institute of 

. International and Strategic Studies (BlISS)' Dhaka, holds a 
number of national seminars every year on topics of critical 
relevance to the national interest of Bangladesh. These 
subjects include national security, foreign policy, 
democratization issues, Issues of governance and 
development, etc. Given the significance of the emerging 
security discourse in the post-Cold War era for a country like 
Bangladesh, BlISS organized a two-day national seminar on 
"National Security oj Bangladesh in the Twenty:first Centwy" 
on 29-30 November 1998. 

Mr. Shah A.M.S. Klbrla, Hon'ble Minister for FInance of 
the Government of. Bangladesh, graced the occasion as Chief 
Guest and inaugurated the seminar. Mr. Syed Yusuf Hossain, 
Defence Secretary of the Government of Bangladesh, presided 
over the Inaugural Session, while Brigadier Muhammad 
Shahedul Anam Khan, Director of BlISS, made the keynote 
presentation on the theme of the seminar. About 70 scholars, 
policy makers and opinion formers from Chittagong, RaJshahi, 
Khulna and Sylhet as well as from Dhaka participated in the 
two-day national seminar. 

This book is a compilation of the research papers 
presented at the seminar. The papers were, of course, revised, 
and some authors chose to slightly change the titles of their 
papers. I thank all the distinguished participants for their 
learned and thought-provoking deliberations that helped the 
authors revise their papers for publication. 

I take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to 
the Chief Guest of the seminar, to all the chairmen of its 
sessions, and to all the panelists of its four working sessions 
for their invaluable time and words of wisdom. I record my 
deep appreciation of and indebtedness to all my esteemed 
colleagues for their guidance and cooperation in organizing 
the national seminar and encouraging me to get the seminar 
papers published in book form. Particular mention in this 
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respect must be made of Major General Mustafa Kamaluddin. 
ndu. psc. Chairman of the Board of Governors of BliSS. 
Brigadier Muhammad Shahedul Anam Khan. ndc. psc, the 
just-retired Director General of BliSS. and Dr. Abdur Rob 
Khan. Research Director of BliSS. The new Director General 
of BIISS. Major General Jamil D Ahsan. BP. psc. has given 
me the fmal critical push to get the book ,published at last. I 
am indeed grateful to him for this. lowe a great deal to 
Colonel Emdaduddin Ahmed, Research Director of BliSS. for 
the fondness and goodwill he cherishes towards me that 
often helps me go on in life. 

I extend my thanks to Mr. Habibur Rahman, Managing 
Director of the Academic Press and Publishers Limited. for 
having borne with me through a series of broken promises on 
my part to deliver him the manuscript for publication sooner. 
My thanks are also due to Mr. Ahmedur Rahman and Mr. 
Mojibour Rahman. computer operators at BliSS. for their 
occasional assistance as and when my own computer 
knowledge proved inadequate. 

Very special words are for my wife. Rosy. and son. 
Nayeem, for having provided me an unduly enduring 
ambience at home conducive to academic work. Her loving 
care has always removed my distress and his naughty 
presence around has constantly lightened the burden of my 
exacting vocation of research. 

I most sincerely extend my thanks to the authors they so 
richly deserve for their laudable contributions to this volume. 
The views expressed in this book are, of course, strictly their 
own and may not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or of 
the Institution he works for. 

Mohammad Humayun Kabir 
BliSS. Dhaka 

June, 2000 
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