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Country Lecture on
“Bangladesh-Bhutan Relations: Elevating Bilateral Ties for Shared Prosperity”
Monday, 13 October 2025
Venue: BIISS Auditorium, Dhaka

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BI11SS) organised a Country Lecture titled
“Bangladesh-Bhutan Relations: Elevating Bilateral Ties for Shared Prosperity”” on Monday, 13
October 2025, at the BIISS Auditorium in Dhaka. Her Excellency Ms Dasho Karma Hamu Dorjee,
Honourable Ambassador of the Royal Bhutanese Embassy in Bangladesh, graced the event as the
Distinguished Guest Speaker. Professor Mustafizur Rahman, Distinguished Fellow, Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD), moderated the event.

The event commenced with a Welcome Address by Major General Iftekhar Anis, BSP, awc, afwc,
psc, PEng, Director General of BIISS. He highlighted the long-standing friendship between
Bangladesh and Bhutan, the first country to recognise Bangladesh in 1971, and underscored the
importance of deepening economic, cultural, and developmental cooperation for mutual prosperity.
Ambassador Mashfee Binte Shams, Former Secretary (East), Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Former Rector, Foreign Service Academy, set the tone for the session. She reflected on the evolution
of Bangladesh-Bhutan relations and pointed out emerging opportunities in trade, connectivity, and
renewable energy cooperation, which could serve as vital enablers of sustainable growth in the region.

In her remarks, Ambassador Dasho Karma Hamu Dorjee expressed her appreciation for the
enduring partnership between the two nations. She emphasised shared priority areas, such as
environmental stewardship, hydropower collaboration, tourism, and education. The Ambassador
reaffirmed Bhutan’s commitment to working closely with Bangladesh to foster a future-oriented
relationship based on trust, mutual respect, and regional harmony.

The Lecture was followed by an engaging open discussion, where participants shared valuable
insights and ideas for enhancing bilateral collaboration. The event was joined by senior government
officials, diplomats, academics, representatives from international organisations, researchers, media,
and students.
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