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Shahriar for showcasing Bangladesh-India's
'role model’ ties

Seminar ‘
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Chief Guest

@0, Shahriar Alam,
g for Foreign Affairs

DHAKA, March 30, 2022 (BSS) - State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam today urged
the civil society of both Bangladesh and India to play its due role in showcasing the Dhaka-New Delhi
tie as "Role Model" for neighborhood diplomacy.

Think tanks, academicians and social scientists should try to counter the propaganda and fabricated
motivated publicity especially in the social media platforms through constructive write-ups and
articles, he said.

He made his remarks as Chief Guest at a seminar titled "Bangladesh-India relations: Confluence of
Ideologies and Evolving Perspectives” organized by Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS).

The BIISS Chairman Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the session, while Director General
Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF) director
Arvind Gupta, Senior Fellow Sreeradha Datta, Bangladesh Foundation for Regional Studies (BFRS)
Chairman A. S. M. Shamsul Arefin and BIISS Research Director Dr. Mahfuz Kabir spoke in the
seminar.

Alam said, over the years, the mutual respect for independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and
strong political goodwill of Bangladesh and India contributed substantially blossom this friendship.



He said while Bangladesh and India are celebrating 50th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic
ties, the relationship has showcased the breadth and depth of this very unique relationship which has
not only been forged in blood but has also been tested at times in the last 50 years.

The State Minister expressed satisfaction on the joint celebrations of yearlong programmes like
observing Maitri Dibosh (Friendship Day) in the 20 cities across the globe, on 6 December 2021,
arranging Bangabandhu-Bapu Digital Exhibition, unveiling postage stamps, exchange of visit of war
veterans.

Earlier, at the State Guest House Padma in the afternoon, Alam met with a high level delegation of the
reputed New Delhi based institution Vivekananda International Foundation which is famous for quality
research and in-depth studies.

While expressing satisfaction on the excellent bilateral relations and exchange of high level visits, he
emphasized on exchange of thoughts, joint publications among the reputed think tanks between the
two countries.

Source: https://www.bssnews.net/news/53370

The Daily Star

March 31, 2022

Indo-Bangla ties vital for South Asia’s stability
Shahriar Alam tells seminar

Diplomatic Correspondent

It is the need of the hour to introspect the strengths, retrospect the mistakes, acknowledge the
challenges and draw a roadmap to take this relationship to new heights

Constructive Bangladesh-India ties could be a major stabilising factor for South Asia, said State
Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam, insisting on resolving the irritants and harnessing the
potentials of the two countries.



He said this while speaking at a seminar titled "Bangladesh-India Relations: Confluence of Ideologies
and Evolving Perspectives".

At the event organised by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)
yesterday, he said India and Bangladesh have resolved major disputes regarding land and maritime
boundary and progressed a lot in terms of trade and connectivity, but some irritants are still pending.

He said the death toll of Bangladeshis on the border has become a major stain on this bilateral
engagement. Also, the thorny water-sharing issue of transboundary rivers -- 54 of them -- remains
another cause of debate regarding the Bangladesh-India ties.

"As a downstream country, Bangladesh wants more water from the Teesta river. We would also like to
have a framework agreement for optimal utilisation of waters from six rivers, namely Muhuri, Manu,
Gumti, Khowai, Dudhkhumar, and Dharla,” he said.

Shahriar Alam said India and Bangladesh are destined to grow together. The bilateral economic ties
have huge untapped possibilities, with a trade potential of $16.4 billion.

Referring to a World Bank report, he said seamless transport connectivity between India and
Bangladesh has the potential to increase national income by as much as 17 percent in Bangladesh and
8 percent in India.

Another study indicates a 297 percent increase in Bangladesh's exports to India and a 172 percent
increase in India's exports to Bangladesh if transport connectivity improves and both neighbours sign
an FTA.

Also, both traditional and non-traditional security issues shaping this maritime geography will be
implicated in the evolving Delhi-Dhaka dynamic.

"It is the need of the hour to introspect the strengths, retrospect the mistakes, acknowledge the
challenges and draw a roadmap to take this relationship to new heights," he said.

Ravi Kumar Sawhney, distinguished fellow at Vivekanand International Foundation, said India is
proud to be a part of Bangladesh's Liberation War.

He said no relationship is perfect in the world and if there are complaints, it means the relationship is
working. "Together we can do wonders," he said.

Dr Sreradha Dutta and Dr Arvind Gupta of the Vivekananda International Foundation, India, BIISS
Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain and BIISS DG Maj Gen Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, and
Bangladesh Foundation for Regional Studies Chairman ASM Shamsul Arefin also spoke.

Source: https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/indo-bangla-ties-vital-south-
asias-stability-29945167amp

The Daily Sun
March 31, 2022
Shahriar urges civil society of Bangladesh, India to play a contributing role in promoting ties
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Chief Guest

Md. Shahriar Alam, MP: '

C—

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md. Shahriar Alam has called upon the civil society, think tank,
researchers, academicians of Bangladesh and India to play constructive role in promoting the bilateral
relations between Bangladesh and India.

He made the call while speaking remarks at a seminar titled “Bangladesh-India relations: Confluence
of Ideologies and Evolving Perspectives” organised by Bangladesh Institute of International and
Strategic Studies (BIISS) on Wednesday.

Chairman of BIISS Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the session, while Director General
BIISS Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, Director of Vivekananda International
Foundation (VIF) Arvind Gupta, Senior Fellow of VIF Ms. Sreeradha Datta, Chairman of Bangladesh
Foundation for Regional Studies (BFRS) ASM Shamsul Arefin and Research Director, BIISS Dr.
Mahfuz Kabir spoke in the seminar.

Shahriar Alam, in his remarks, said, over the years, the mutual respect for independence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity and strong political goodwill of both the countries contributed substantially to
blossoming this friendship.

He said, while Bangladesh and India are celebrating 50th anniversary of establishment of Bangladesh-
India diplomatic ties, the relationship has showcased the breadth and depth of this very unique
relationship which has not only been forged in blood but has also been tested at times in the last 50
years.

The State Minister expressed satisfaction on the joint celebrations of yearlong programmes like
observing Maitri Dibosh (Friendship Day) in the 20 cities across the globe, on 6 December 2021,
arranging Bangabandhu-Bapu Digital Exhibition, unveiling postage stamps, exchange of visit of war
veterans.

He urged the civil society of both countries to play its due role in projecting achievements of our
relations and showcase the relationship as “Role Model” for neighborhood diplomacy.



He said that think tanks, academicians, social scientists should try to counter the propaganda and
fabricated motivated publicity especially in the social media platforms through constructive write-ups
and articles.

A book entailed, 'India-Bangladesh Bonhomie at 50: 1971 and the present' edited by Senior Fellow of
VIF Ms. Sreeradha Datta was launched by the Chief Guest and other speakers of Seminar.

Earlier, at the State Guest House Padma in the afternoon, Shahriar Alam met a high level delegation of
the reputed New Delhi based institution Vivekananda International Foundation which is famous for
quality research and in-depth studies.

While expressing satisfaction on the excellent bilateral relations and exchange of high level visits, he
emphasized on exchange of thoughts, joint publications among the reputed think tanks between the
two countries.

Director of VIF Mr. Arvind Gupta, Senior Fellow of VIF Ms. Sreeradha Datta and Chairman of
Bangladesh Foundation for Regional Studies (BFRS) ASM Shamsul Arefin were present during the
meeting.

Source: https://www.daily-sun.com/post/613034/Shahriar-urges-civil-society-of-Bangladesh-India-to-
play-a-contributing-role-in-promoting-ties

The Business Standard
March 31, 2022
Potentials of Indo-Bangla ties yet to be fully tapped: State minister
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Though Bangladesh and India are now enjoying an extensive relationship, challenges towards
bilateral cooperation have to be acknowledged, said policymakers, calling for a roadmap to take
the relationship to a new height.

"The two countries are still not fully able to realise all the potentials of the relationship, although the
neighbours have resolved many long-pending land and maritime disputes,” Md Shahriar Alam, state


https://www.daily-sun.com/post/613034/Shahriar-urges-civil-society-of-Bangladesh-India-to-play-a-contributing-role-in-promoting-ties
https://www.daily-sun.com/post/613034/Shahriar-urges-civil-society-of-Bangladesh-India-to-play-a-contributing-role-in-promoting-ties

minister for Foreign Affairs, told an event titled "Bangladesh — India Relations: Confluence of
Ideologies and Evolving Perspectives” Wednesday.

"Bangladesh today has become India's largest development partner in the world, the largest trade
partner in the region and the countries are enjoying the most extensive government-to-government
relations. On the 50th anniversary of Dhaka-New Delhi ties, it is the need of ours to introspect the
strength and retrospect the mistakes," he added in the seminar organised by the Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS).

Mentioning the challenges, he said, "The death toll of Bangladeshis at the border has become a major
strain in bilateral relations, there is no denial. And that is one of our top agenda when we meet at any
level. The water sharing of 54 trans-boundary rivers is another issue of debate in the Bangladesh-India
relations."

He urged the civil society of both countries to play their due role in projecting achievements of the
relationship and showecase the relationship as a "role model” for neighbourhood diplomacy.

Speakers at the event said that the mutual respect for independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity
and strong political goodwill of both the countries contributed substantially to the blossoming of
friendship over the years.

"The mutual relationship between Bangladesh and India is more than the trade, commerce and
connectivity, it has only been forged in blood and tested at times in the last 50 years. Now, we have a
vibrant relationship, but we can do much more,"” said Arvind Gupta, director of The Vivekananda
International Foundation (VIF), India.

Sreeradha Dutta, senior fellow of the foundation, said both countries have to look forward.

Meanwhile, a book titled "India-Bangladesh Bonhomie at 50: 1971 and the Present", edited by
Sreeradha Datta, was launched at the event.

BIISS Chairman Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the session.
Among others, Director General of BIISS Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, Chairman of
Bangladesh Foundation for Regional Studies (BFRS) ASM Shamsul Arefin, and BIISS Research

Director Mahfuz Kabir spoke at the programme.

Source: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/potentials-indo-bangla-ties-yet-be-fully-tapped-state-
minister-394134

bdnews24.com
March 31, 2022

Stable, moderate Bangladesh as a partner is
India’s natural choice: Shahriar
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With “turmoil” in its other neighbours, India has no other nation but Bangladesh as a “stable and
moderate” partner, Shahriar Alam has said.

The state minister for foreign affairs also emphasises constructive Indo-Bangladesh ties for stability in
South Asia.

“Witnessing rising turmoil all around its borders of India and therefore, a stable, moderate Bangladesh
as a partner is India’s natural choice and a long lasting interest,” he said at a discussion in Dhaka on
Wednesday

“Constructive Indo-Bangladesh ties could be a major stabilising factor for the South Asian region as a
whole,” he added.

The Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies organised the event ‘Bangladesh-India
Relations: Confluence of Ideologies and Evolving Perspectives’.

Shahriar spoke about a range of issues, including border cooperation, water sharing, and people-to-
people partnership.

He said the two countries need to acknowledge the challenges to overcome them and take the ties to a
new high.

He noted that Bangladesh is the largest trade partner of India in South Asia, and Bangladeshis visit
India the most, including for travel and medical reasons.

Arvind Gupta, director of Vivekananda International Foundation, and its fellow retired Lt Gen Ravi
Sawhney also spoke at the event. VIF Senior Fellow Sreeradha Datta and BIISS researcher Mahfuz
Kabir presented two papers.

Source: https://bdnews24.com/world/south-asia/2022/03/31/stable-moderate-bangladesh-as-a-partner-
is-indias-natural-choice-shahriar

Business Insider Bangladesh
March 31, 2022


https://bdnews24.com/world/south-asia/2022/03/31/stable-moderate-bangladesh-as-a-partner-is-indias-natural-choice-shahriar
https://bdnews24.com/world/south-asia/2022/03/31/stable-moderate-bangladesh-as-a-partner-is-indias-natural-choice-shahriar

Shahriar for showcasing Bangladesh-India’s
‘role model’ ties
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State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam. Photo: File

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam on Wednesday urged the civil society of both
Bangladesh and India to play its due role in showcasing the Dhaka-New Delhi tie as “Role Model” for
neighbourhood diplomacy.

Think-tanks, academicians and social scientists should try to counter the propaganda and fabricated
motivated publicity especially in the social media platforms through constructive write-ups and
articles, he said.

He made his remarks as chief guest at a seminar titled “Bangladesh-India relations: Confluence of
Ideologies and Evolving Perspectives” organised by Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS), reports Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha.

The BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the session, while Director General Major General
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF) director Arvind Gupta,
Senior Fellow Sreeradha Datta, Bangladesh Foundation for Regional Studies (BFRS) Chairman ASM
Shamsul Arefin and BIISS Research Director Dr Mahfuz Kabir spoke in the seminar.

Shahriar Alam said over the years, the mutual respect for independence, sovereignty, territorial
integrity and strong political goodwill of Bangladesh and India contributed substantially blossom this
friendship.

He said while Bangladesh and India are celebrating 50th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic
ties, the relationship has showcased the breadth and depth of this very unique relationship which has
not only been forged in blood but has also been tested at times in the last 50 years.

The state minister expressed satisfaction on the joint celebrations of yearlong programmes like
observing Maitri Dibosh (Friendship Day) in the 20 cities across the globe, on 6 December 2021,
arranging Bangabandhu-Bapu Digital Exhibition, unveiling postage stamps, exchange of visit of war
veterans.

Earlier, at the State Guest House Padma in the afternoon, Alam met with a high level delegation of the
reputed New Delhi based institution Vivekananda International Foundation which is famous for quality
research and in-depth studies.



While expressing satisfaction on the excellent bilateral relations and exchange of high level visits, he
emphasized on exchange of thoughts, joint publications among the reputed think tanks between the
two countries.

Source: https://www.businessinsiderbd.com/national/news/19835/shahriar-for-showcasing-bangladesh-
indias-role-model-ties

New Age
March 31, 2022
Govt sees constructive India-Bangladesh ties as factor for regional stability

State minister for foreign affairs M Shahriar Alam on Wednesday said that constructive India-
Bangladesh ties ‘could be a major stabilising factor’ for the South Asian region as a whole.

He said this at a seminar on Bangladesh-India relations organised by Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies which was attended by local and Indian experts.

Mentioning the rising turmoil around borders of India, he said that a stable and moderate Bangladesh
as a partner ‘is India’s natural choice for its long-lasting interests.

Regarding the economic interdependence between the two countries, he said that thousands of Indians
‘are working in various sectors in Bangladesh, which ‘is the fourth remittance earning country for
India. During pre-Covid time, India received the highest number of tourists from Bangladesh and
Indian hospitals treated the highest number of Bangladeshi patients.

From ‘neighbourhood first’ to ‘act east,” from connectivity to trade, from security to development,
Dhaka’s centrality to India’s regional outlook ‘is key’ not only to India realising its own interests but
also for larger regional imperatives, said the state minister. ‘This will be even more significant as
India’s desire to emerge as the locus of the Indo-Pacific narrative becomes even sharper in the coming
years.’

Both traditional and non-traditional security issues shaping this maritime geography ‘will be
implicated’ in the evolving Delhi-Dhaka dynamic, he said.

He described the death toll of Bangladeshis on the border and trans-boundary water-sharing issue as
major stains on bilateral engagements between the two sides. ‘As a downstream country, Bangladesh
wants more water from the Teesta River.’

Former Bangladesh army chief M Harun-Ar-Rashid was critical of some narratives propagated by
sections of people in India that ‘India liberated” Bangladesh in 1971 and Bangladesh’s War of
Independence a ‘Indo-Pak war.’

‘I did not fight Indo-Pak war. I had fought Bangladesh Liberation War,” Harun, also a gallantry award
winning freedom fighter, said.
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Speaking about the changes in some narratives in the India’s political sphere on religious identity in
last 50 years, he said India had promoted ‘coexistence of all religions’ in 1971, but India was now
propagating Hinduism.

Sreeradha Datta, a senior fellow of Vivekananda International Foundation of India, raised the question
on whether the two countries were ‘losing people-to-people connect’ when leaders of the two countries
were converging to an unprecedented level of partnership since 2009.

She emphasised expediting the implementation of the agreements signed between the two countries on
bilateral matters and also at the regional level.

‘We people in South Asia move at a slow pace,’ she said describing the SAARC as ‘a non-starter’ and
the BIMSTEC “still an unknown book.’

Former BIISS chairman Munshi Faiz Ahmad said that India, as a big neighbour, ‘can play’ an
important role in reinvigorating the SAARC allowing the other neighbours enough space to grow.

Arvind Gupta, director of the foundation, underscored the need for taking the benefits of Bangladesh-
India engagements to the common people of the two countries.

BIISS chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the session, while its director general Major General
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman and research director Mahfuz Kabir, RK Swamy, a retired senior
official of the Indian Army who fought in the 1971 war, Bangladesh Foundation for Regional Studies
chairman ASM Shamsul Arefin also spoke at the seminar.

A book with the title ‘India-Bangladesh Bonhomie at 50: 1971 and the present’ edited by Sreeradha
Datta was launched after the seminar.

Source: https://www.newagebd.net/article/166800/govt-sees-constructive-india-bangladesh-ties-as-
factor-for-regional-stability

The Asian Age
March 31, 2022
Bangabandhu laid the foundation of BD-India relations
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Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman laid the foundation of Bangladesh-India
relations based on respect for each other's independence, sovereignty and democratic norms and
values, State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam, MP said.

He was addressing a seminar on 'Bangladeshindia Relations: Confluence of Ideologies and Evolving
Perspectives' organized by Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) on
Wednesday at BIISS auditorium in the capital.

Shahriar Alam said, "The year 2021 was a momentous one for Bangladesh and India as they are jointly
celebrating the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations."

The BIISS Chairman Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the session, while Director General
Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF) director
Arvind Gupta, Senior Fellow Sreeradha Datta, Bangladesh Foundation for Regional Studies (BFRS)
Chairman A. S. M. Shamsul Arefin and BIISS Research Director Dr. Mahfuz Kabir

spoke in the seminar. In his address, Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman noted that the
relations between Bangladesh and India are based on shared history, culture, language, values of
secularism and democracy.

Dr Arvind Gupta said that the relations between the two countries is growing fast and both the
countries are cooperating each other in various bilateral and multilateral forums.

In his concluding remarks, Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain, Chairman, BIISS said that the two
countries of South Asia, share common values, history, culture and aspirations and these common
elements have created a natural bond between the two neighboring countries.

Source: https://dailyasianage.com/news/284229/bangabandhu-laid-the-foundation-of-bd-india-relations

United News of Bangladesh (UNB)
March 31, 2022



https://dailyasianage.com/news/284229/bangabandhu-laid-the-foundation-of-bd-india-relations

e ot Vi oy ooknar oo ey I 7 | il .. M s
DTN g i o

Showcase Bangladesh-India tiesas X | =

“« C QO B nttps//unb.com.bd/category/bangladesh/showcase-bangladesh-india-ties-as-role-model-shahriar-urges-civil-society/90226 B % =

~
UNB VIDEO | PHOTO | ARCHIVES | PODCAST ° o it srcFat

Showcase Bangladesh-India ties as 'role
model," Shahriar urges civil society

oaoooon

UNB NEWS Q@ DHAKA O PUBLISH- MARCH 31, 2022, 03:01 AM
£, UNB NEWS - UNB NEWS ~ © UPDATE- MARCH 31, 2022, 03:49 AM -
LATEST

Tigers look to continue the
winning streak against South
Africa

Rains to drench six
Bangladesh divisions
March 31, 2022

Ukrainians in US mobilize to

Source: https://unb.com.bd/category/bangladesh/showcase-bangladesh-india-ties-as-role-model-
shahriar-urges-civil-society/90226



