The Business Standard, 14 November 2022
Stakeholders call for tapping export potential in Africa market

Bangladesh needs to connect with the African countries in sectors where economic
complementarities exist, according to experts and stakeholders, as they said the African
subcontinent could be the next potential destination for Bangladeshi exports.

"Bangladesh is eager to utilise the African economic platforms such as the South African
Development Forum, African Continental Free Trade Area Framework and Economic
Community of West African States,"” said Ambassador Mashfee Binte Shams, secretary (East) of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, at a seminar in Dhaka on Sunday.

Beyond trade and commerce, she mentioned that Bangladesh looks to increase cooperation on
agriculture, research and education, social development, health, IT and ICT, and SME sector.

At the seminar titled "Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh” and organised by
the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), she pointed out some
stumbling blocks in harnessing the trade potentials.

"Instability and security issues, lack of interest from the African side, distance and fear of the
unknown are the major challenges,” she noted.

The African subcontinent comprises 54 nations, while Bangladesh has considerable bilateral
trades only with South Africa, Egypt, Morocco and Kenya.

In FY22, Bangladesh exported goods worth $133.33 million to South Africa as the import was
around $185.50 million, according to the Export Promotion Bureau.

In that year, Bangladesh's exports to Egypt and Kenya were only $51.71 million and $20.28
million respectively. The export basket includes readymade garments, ceramics,
pharmaceuticals, jute, food products, light engineering items, electronic products and home
appliances.

As the chief guest, Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen said countries that already have
footprints in the subcontinent are seizing the trade advantages. "We only have ten missions there.
However, we have made some progress in some countries including Sudan."

Asked why there is no remarkable success in contract farming in African countries yet, the
foreign secretary said, "It takes time. Besides, there must be a structure first. We are working on
it."

Though there are several challenges at home for investing abroad, he urged the private sector to
ramp up their trade initiatives to Africa first.



"...It is not possible now to say exactly when we will get the results, but we will continue our
efforts,” Masud Bin Momen added.

Mentioning Africa's local culture and sensitivities should be considered before making
investments, the foreign secretary said, "There is no one-size-fits-all solution here. Africa is a big
continent and each country has a different legal system."

Syeda Rozana Rashid, international relations professor at Dhaka University, talked about the
potentials of the Bangladesh-Africa migration corridor.

She said, "The African subcontinent accounts for less than 1% of our total labour migration. But
there is huge potential there, particularly in contract farming. There are also booming economies
where we can send skilled and unskilled workers in infrastructure, construction, service sectors,
IT and mining."

"Besides, there are scopes for educational migration of African students to Bangladesh for higher
studies," she noted.

Around 2.5 lakh Bangladeshis are working in different African countries, according to unofficial
estimates. Of them, more than 1 lakh are in South Africa where most of the Bangladeshis are
self-employed.

According to the Bureau of Manpower, Employment and Training (BMET), around 1.22 lakh
Bangladeshis have been employed in Libya since 1976.

Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain, chairman of the Bangladesh Institute of International and
Strategic Studies; Fahmida Khatun, executive director of the Centre for Policy Dialogue; Major
General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin, director general of the Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies; Brigadier General Shamim Kamal of the National Defence College;
Shams Mahmud, honorary consul of Ethiopia to Bangladesh and former president of the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry; spoke at the event.

Binayak Sen, director general of the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies, moderated the
working session of the event.



The Financial Express, 14 November 2022

Tie-up with Africa on farming, jobs needed
Experts opine at BIISS seminar
FE REPORT

Speakers at a seminar on Sunday said Bangladesh has immense potential to be closely
engaged with the African nations in sectors like farming, labour migration, and export.

They said Bangladesh and the African nations have similar destinations and aspirations -
from colonial exploitation to natural resources as well as environment and climate-
related venerability.

The speakers said the government should give special attention to the African nations,
including forming separate division in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) and
formulating policies for contract farming and investment in those countries.

They said China and India are giving importance to expanding relations with Africa.
Bangladesh, with similar aspirations and destinations, should also look more into the
continent.

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen spoke as the chief guest in the seminar, organised
by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its
auditorium in the capital.

MoFA Secretary (East) Mashfee Binte Shams delivered the keynote speech in the
programme, chaired by BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain.

BIISS Director General Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin delivered welcome
remarks. Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) Director General Binayak
Sen moderated the session.

The foreign secretary said the local businesses are reluctant to go to the African
countries.

He urged the business communities to come forward and play their due role in exploring
the opportunities in Africa. The government would be beside them in this initiative.

"The government is not doing business. It is only a facilitator and enabler. If the
businesses concerned do not grow interest, we can't do much.”

Talking on the sideline of the event, Mr Momen again said the country's private sector
entrepreneurs should play a proactive role in exploring the potentials of farming in
Africa.



The government is engaged with the stakeholders concerned to devise ways and means
to kick off contract farming in several African countries.

Experts have been focusing on starting contract farming in Africa for the last few years,
saying that it would pave the way for creating huge employment opportunities for
Bangladeshi workers in those countries.

However, the foreign secretary also pointed out several challenges in initiating the
farming process.

He mentioned that several rules and regulations should be devised before local
businesses start farming, and it is required in the host African countries and in
Bangladesh.

"First of all, we need to sign MoUs with these countries. The modus operandi for the
farming process should also be chalked out, including the issue of protection of
Bangladeshi workers in the countries.”

"We have provided foreign investors with the opportunity to repatriate profit. A similar
system should be there for the Bangladeshi entrepreneurs."

The issue of cultural and linguistic sensitivity should also be kept in mind before
initiating the farming process in Africa, Mr Momen added.

The MoFA officials said the Bangladesh Bank should also take some measures to
facilitate contract farming by the local entrepreneurs in Africa.

The private sector entrepreneurs mentioned that presently there are some restrictions in
investing money in foreign countries.

The MoFA secretary (east) said Bangladesh should engage with the African countries on
the basis of economic complementarities to attain the best from the relationship.

She said many new and emerging challenges have warranted the country's further
engagement with the African nations.

In the working session, Professor of International Relations of Dhaka University Dr
Syeda Rozana Rashid said the government should work on removing xenophobia and
anti-African mentality to bridge the gap (with those countries).

She also opined that the government should consider public-private partnership
initiatives for investment cooperation, and all the line ministries should work together to
expand horizons in Africa.



Cl, AFWC Wing of National Defence College Brigadier General Shamim Kamal said
from the experience of peacekeeping in different African nations, (it can be mentioned
that) there are enormous opportunities and privileged offers for Bangladesh there.

He also said Bangladesh is being trusted as a friend in Africa, so the country should tap
the potentials.

Executive Director of Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) Dr Fahmida Khatun said
besides exploring export and trade opportunities in Africa, there are avenues to look into
sectors like education and climate change.

Many African students come to study in Bangladesh, and there should be more people-
to-people connections, she added.

mirmostafiz@yahoo.com, bdsmile@gmail.com
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Dhaka to focus on energy coop, Rohingya issue

Lavrov's visit
Staff Reporter :

During the upcoming visit of Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Dhaka this month,
Bangladesh will seek their cooperation in fuel, food grains, ongoing projects and Rohingya
Issues.

"We will have talks on the cooperation in fuel and food grains amid the global situation. Besides,
we will have discussion about Russian projects to make them continuous,” Foreign Secretary
Masud Bin Momen said on Sunday.

After a seminar titled "Look Africa : Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh™ organised by
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), held in its auditorium in the
capital, the Foreign Secretary told this to the journalists about the issues to be discussed during
Russian FM's visit.

Sergey Lavrov is likely to visit Dhaka on November 23 to attend the Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA) conference. It is going be the first high-level visit from Russia to
Bangladesh. Masud Bin Momen also said that during Lavrov's visit Bangladesh would place the
Rohingya issue before him and seek their active cooperation in resolving the crisis through
repatriation.

"We have a number of Russian projects especially Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant. We will talk
about it more seriously so that the Plant is not hampered due to the consequences of western
sanctions and counter-sanctions," he added.

Russia is one of the major dialogue partners of IORA and Bangladesh has already invited Russia
to attend the conference.

Even the Russian Foreign Minister is likely to have a meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to talk on bilateral issues and cooperation.

Russia supported Bangladesh during the Liberation War in 1971 when the world was divided
between two blocs - capitalism and communism.

Meanwhile, the discussant in the seminar focused on the need of broadening Bangladesh's
bilateral ties with Africa, a region with vast natural resource bases, strategic importance, and
economic prospects.



Aside from that, other important issues like trade and investment, climate vulnerability, labour
migration, peacekeeping, technological and industrial cooperation, human resource and skills
development caught the eyes.

In these challenging times, a country requires to diversify its foreign relations and Bangladesh
has undertaken different measures to that end as far as relations with Africa are concerned.
Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain, Chairman of BIISS, chaired the inaugural session and Major
General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin, Director General of BIISS, delivered the welcome address.
Ambassador Mashfee Binte Shams, Secretary (East), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was the
keynote speaker on the occasion.
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Bangladesh can benefit immensely from economic partnerships with Africa
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Speakers at a hybrid seminar on Sunday laid emphasis on greater efforts to strengthen
Bangladesh’s relations with the African countries by forging strong and diverse economic
partnerships.

They said many countries of the world including India and China are giving much focus on
Africa, and being another Asian country with similar economic appetite, Bangladesh sees huge
potential to strengthen and widen its relations with Africa, which has immense economic
potential.

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen spoke at the seminar as the chief guest organised by
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium.

Secretary (East), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mashfee Binte Shams delivered the keynote speech
at the seminar chaired by BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain.

BIISS Director General Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin delivered welcome remarks.
The Foreign Secretary urged the business community to come forward and play their role in
exploring the opportunities while the government will facilitate them. “We have goodwill on our
side.”

Secretary Mashfee said Bangladesh needs to connect with the African countries in the sectors
where economic complementarities exist to sustain the momentum of the country’s development.
She said the current food, energy, health and commaodity insecurities and the disruption in the
supply chain are affecting all countries.

Secretary Mashfee said challenges emanating from climate change and natural calamities also
demand special attention.
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“Therefore, Bangladesh looks to engage more with the African countries to harness the synergies
for mutual benefit,” she said, adding that the African market can be the next potential destination
for export.

Apart from trade and investment, Bangladesh wants to enhance its cooperation with the African
countries in a number of areas including agriculture, contract-farming, research and education,
IT and ICT and SME.
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BD can benefit immensely from economic partnerships with Africa

Speakers at a hybrid seminar on Sunday laid emphasis on greater efforts to strengthen
Bangladesh's relations with the African countries by forging strong and diverse economic
partnerships.

They said many countries of the world including India and China are giving much focus on
Africa, and being another Asian country with similar economic appetite, Bangladesh sees huge
potential to strengthen and widen its relations with Africa, which has immense economic
potential.

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen spoke at the seminar as the chief guest organised by
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium.

Secretary (East), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mashfee Binte Shams delivered the keynote speech
at the seminar chaired by BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain.

BIISS Director General Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin delivered welcome remarks.

The Foreign Secretary urged the business community to come forward and play their role in
exploring the opportunities while the government will facilitate them. "We have goodwill on our
side.”

Secretary Mashfee said Bangladesh needs to connect with the African countries in the sectors
where economic complementarities exist to sustain the momentum of the country's development.
She said the current food, energy, health and commaodity insecurities and the disruption in the
supply chain are affecting all countries. -UNB
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Broadening Bangladesh's bilateral ties with Africa stressed
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DHAKA, Nov 13, 2022 (BSS) - Speakers at a seminar here today underscored the
need for broadening Bangladesh's bilateral ties with Africa, a region with
vast natural resources, strategic importance and economic prospects.

In this challenging time, a country requires to diversify its foreign
relations while Bangladesh has undertaken different measures to that end as
far as relations with Africa are concerned, they said.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organised

the hybrid seminar titled "Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for
Bangladesh™ at its auditorium in the capital.

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen spoke as the chief guest while BIISS
Chairman Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain chaired the inaugural session.

BIISS director Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin delivered the welcome
address  while foreign  ministry's  Secretary (East) Ambassador Mashfee Binte
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Shams gave the keynote speech on "Diplomatic Ties with African Nations:
Current Status and Future Direction”.

Director General of Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) Dr.
Binayak Sen chaired the working session where five papers were presented.

Dr. Syeda Rozana Rashid, professor of International  Relations, Dhaka
University, presented on  "Harnessing the  Potential of  Bangladesh-Africa
Migration  Corridors”, Brigadier General Shamim Kamal, CI-AFWC Wing of
National Defence College (NDC) presented on  “Integrated Approach on
Peacekeeping Operations to Unlock the Goldengate of Africa", Dr. Fahmida
Khatun, executive director of Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), on "Trade and
Investment in  Africa: Current ~ Status  and Future  Opportunities  for
Bangladesh”, Shams Mahmud, honorary consul of FDR Ethiopia to Bangladesh on
"Business  Opportunities and  Challenges in  Africa:  Investors’  Perspectives"
and Dr. Sufia Khanom, senior research fellow of BIISS, presented on
"Combating Climate Change Together: Untapped Potential between Africa and
Bangladesh™.

Senior  officials from different ministries, ambassadors, high commissioners,
former diplomats, senior military officials, media, researchers,
businesspeople, teachers and students from various universities,
representatives  from  different  think  tanks and international  organisations
participated in the seminar.
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Bangladesh can benefit immensely from economic partnerships with
Africa
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Speakers at a hybrid seminar on Sunday laid emphasis on greater efforts to strengthen
Bangladesh’s relations with the African countries by forging strong and diverse economic
partnerships.

They said many countries of the world including India and China are giving much focus on
Africa, and being another Asian country with similar economic appetite, Bangladesh sees huge
potential to strengthen and widen its relations with Africa, which has immense economic
potential.

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen spoke at the seminar as the chief guest organised by
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium.

Secretary (East), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mashfee Binte Shams delivered the keynote speech
at the seminar chaired by BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain.

BIISS Director General Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin delivered welcome remarks.
The Foreign Secretary urged the business community to come forward and play their role in
exploring the opportunities while the government will facilitate them. “We have goodwill on our

side.”

Secretary Mashfee said Bangladesh needs to connect with the African countries in the sectors
where economic complementarities exist to sustain the momentum of the country’s development.
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She said the current food, energy, health and commodity insecurities and the disruption in the
supply chain are affecting all countries.

Secretary Mashfee said challenges emanating from climate change and natural calamities also
demand special attention.

“Therefore, Bangladesh looks to engage more with the African countries to harness the synergies
for mutual benefit,” she said, adding that the African market can be the next potential destination
for export.

Apart from trade and investment, Bangladesh wants to enhance its cooperation with the African
countries in a number of areas including agriculture, contract-farming, research and education,
IT and ICT and SME.

Source: https://www.daily-sun.com/post/655938/Bangladesh-can-benefit-immensely-from-
economic-partnerships-with-Africa
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Bangladesh can benefit immensely from economic partnerships with
Africa

Bangladesh needs to connect with the African countries in the sectors where economic
complementarities exist to sustain the momentum of the country’s development, says Secretary
Mashfee
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Speakers at a hybrid seminar on Sunday laid emphasis on greater efforts to strengthen
Bangladesh's relations with the African countries by forging strong and diverse economic
partnerships.

They said many countries of the world including India and China are giving much focus on
Africa, and being another Asian country with similar economic appetite, Bangladesh sees huge
potential to strengthen and widen its relations with Africa, which has immense economic
potential.

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen spoke at the seminar as the chief guest organized by
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium.
Secretary (East), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mashfee Binte Shams delivered the keynote speech
at the seminar chaired by BIISS Chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain.
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BIISS Director General Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin delivered welcome remarks.
The foreign secretary urged the business community to come forward and play their role in
exploring the opportunities while the government will facilitate them. “We have goodwill on our
side,” he said.

Secretary Mashfee said Bangladesh needs to connect with the African countries in the sectors
where economic complementarities exist to sustain the momentum of the country's development.
She said the current food, energy, health and commodity insecurities and the disruption in the
supply chain are affecting all countries.

Secretary Mashfee said challenges emanating from climate change and natural calamities also
demand special attention.

“Therefore, Bangladesh looks to engage more with the African countries to harness the synergies
for mutual benefit,” she said, adding that the African market can be the next potential destination
for export.

Apart from trade and investment, Bangladesh wants to enhance its cooperation with the African
countries in a number of areas including agriculture, contract-farming, research and education,
IT and ICT and SME.

Source: https://www.dhakatribune.com/north-america/2022/06/09/laying-out-pledges-biden-
urges-americas-to-prove-democracy-works
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