The Messenger, 23 April 2024
Actors urged to work together to secure rights of migrants
Messenger Online

Speakers at aseminar on Tuesday (23 April) highlighted the emerging challenges of 1abour
migration from South Asiaand urged dl actorsto work together to secure the rights of the migrants.

Speaking as the chief guest, PM’ s Economic Affairs Adviser Dr. Mashiur Rahman spoke about the
contribution of labour migrants to the South Asian economy and highlighted Bangladesh’s
enthusiasm for working together with other countries.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BI1SS) in collaboration with the
Consortium of South Asian Think Tanks (COSATT) and Political Dialogue Asia Programme,
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) organised the regiona seminar on “Labour Migrants from South
Asa Issuesand Concerns’ at BIISS auditorium.

Additional Secretary, Ministry of Expatriates Welfare and Overseas Employment Khairul Alam
spoke as special guest.

BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker chaired the inaugural session while
Director Genera of BIISS Maor General Md Abu Bakar Siddique Khan and Convener, COSATT
Dr. Nisncha N. Pandey delivered welcome remarks.

Regional Programme, Political Didogue Asia, KAS, Singapore Andreas Klein Director also spoke.

The seminar was divided into two working sessions. The first working session was focused on
“Labour Migrants from South Asa: Contemporary Challenges’ which was chaired by Dr Tasneem
Siddiqui, Professor and Chairperson, Department of Political Science, University of Dhaka.

Five presenters: Md Shariful Hasan, Programme Head, BRAC Migration Programme; Dr Mallika
Joseph, Senior Fellow, WISCOMP, New Delhi; Mahesh Rg Bhatta, Research Officer, Centre for
South Asian Studies, Kathmandu; Shishir Khanal, Member of Parliament, Kathmandu and Col.

Ndin Herath, acting Director Generd, Ingtitute of National Security Studies, Colombo participated in
thefirst session.

The second working session was concentrated on “ Addressing Challenges: Regional Cooperation
and Partnerships’.

It was chaired by Megha Sarmah, Programme Manager 2030 Agenda, KAS, Singapore.

The second session a so had five presentations from Dr. Benuka Ferdousi, Senior Research Fellow,
BIISS; Sugeeswara Senadhira, Advisor, the Prime Minister’ s Office, Colombo; Hernaikh Singh,
Deputy Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore, Anu Maria
Joseph, Research Associate, National Ingtitute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru, Dr. Anasua Bosu
Ray Choudhury, Senior Fellow, Observer Research Foundation, Kolkata.



Senior officials from different ministries, diplomats, senior civil and military officials, media,
academia, researchers, faculties and students from various universities, and representatives from
international organisations participated in the seminar.

United News of Bangladesh, 23 April 2024

Seminar: All actors urged to work together to secure rights of migrants

UNB NEWS

Speakers at a seminar on Tuesday highlighted the emerging challenges of labour migration from

South Asia and urged all actorsto work together to secure the rights of the migrants.

Speaking as the chief guest, PM’s Economic Affairs Adviser Dr. Mashiur Rahman spoke about
the contribution of labour migrants to the South Asian economy and highlighted Bangladesh’s

enthusiasm for working together with other countries.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BI1SS) in collaboration with the
Consortium of South Asian Think Tanks (COSATT) and Political Dialogue Asia Programme,
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) organised the regional seminar on “Labour Migrants from

South Asia: Issues and Concerns’ at BIISS auditorium.

Additional Secretary, Ministry of Expatriates Welfare and Overseas Employment Khairul Alam
spoke as specia guest.

BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker chaired the inaugural session while
Director Genera of BIISS Major General Md Abu Bakar Siddique Khan and Convener,
COSATT Dr. Nishcha N. Pandey delivered welcome remarks.

Regional Programme, Political Dialogue Asia, KAS, Singapore Andreas Klein Director also
spoke.

The seminar was divided into two working sessions. The first working session was focused on

“Labour Migrants from South Asiac Contemporary Challenges’ which was chaired by Dr



Tasneem Siddiqui, Professor and Chairperson, Department of Political Science, University of
Dhaka.

Five presenters. Md Shariful Hasan, Programme Head, BRAC Migration Programme; Dr
Mallika Joseph, Senior Fellow, WISCOMP, New Delhi; Mahesh Rgj Bhatta, Research Officer,
Centre for South Asian Studies, Kathmandu; Shishir Khanal, Member of Parliament, Kathmandu
and Col. Nalin Herath, acting Director General, Institute of National Security Studies, Colombo
participated in the first session.

The second working session was concentrated on “ Addressing Challenges. Regional Cooperation

and Partnerships’.

It was chaired by Megha Sarmah, Programme Manager 2030 Agenda, KAS, Singapore.

The second session also had five presentations from Dr. Benuka Ferdousi, Senior Research
Fellow, BIISS; Sugeeswara Senadhira, Advisor, the Prime Minister’ s Office, Colombo; Hernaikh
Singh, Deputy Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore, Anu
Maria Joseph, Research Associate, National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru, Dr.
Anasua Bosu Ray Choudhury, Senior Fellow, Observer Research Foundation, Kolkata.

Senior officials from different ministries, diplomats, senior civil and military officias, media,
academia, researchers, faculties and students from various universities, and representatives from

international organisations participated in the seminar.
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S Asian countries not united to address exploitations faced by migrants in destination
countries: Experts
TBS Report

"Over the years, the number of migrants have increased from South Asia, including
Bangladesh, but the wages and labour rights have not been addressed in a win-win
situation for both employers and workers' -Tasneem Siddiqui, founding chair of RMMRU



Bangladeshi migrants gather for special passport renewal services organized by the Bangladesh
Embassy in the Nea Manolada area of Greece. Photo: Arafatul 1slam/Infomigrants

Migration experts at a seminar on Tuesday (23 April) highlighted the common exploitation
faced by South Asian migrant workers in Middle Eastern countries. However, they
expressed concern about the lack of unity among South Asian countries in tackling these
worker challenges.

"The lack of unity among South Asian migrant-origin countries is preventing destination
countries from amending laws related to worker protection and rights,” said Tasneem Siddiqui,
founding chair of the Refugee and Migratory Movements Research Unit (RMMRU).

The Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BI1SS) in collaboration with the
Consortium of South Asian Think Tanks and Konrad Adenauer Stiftung organised the regional
seminar, "Labour migrants from South Asia: issues and concern”, at its auditorium in the
capital.

She noted that migration agreements are usually signed on a bilateral basis, adding, "As migrant-
origin countries, we tend to view each other as competitors. We fail to perceive the migration
issue from a broader perspective.”

"Over the years, the influx of migrants from South Asia, including Bangladesh, has risen.
However, wages and labour rights have not been addressed in a mutually beneficial manner for
both employers and workers. Furthermore, there exists a disparity between outward migrants and
inward remittances," Tasneem Siddiqui added.

According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO), in 2017, the number of individuals
from the South Asian region residing abroad was estimated to be slightly over 38 million, a
significant increase from the figure of just over 23 million recorded in 1990.

The GCC member-countries of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, and Kuwait
emerged as the preferred destinations for migrants from South Asia, hosting nearly 15 million
individuals from the region.

At the seminar, migration experts said poor living conditions, loneliness, physical and mental
torture, sexual abuse, lack of basic needs, low wages and wage theft, and high migration costs
are the magjor challenges faced by the workers both in the destinations and countries of origin.

Prime Minister's Economic Affairs Adviser Mashiur Rahman, as the chief guest, said, "While
there are ILO standards for migrant workers, enforcement remains a challenge. This difficulty is
not unique to the Middle East; it is also aformidable task for any international or UN
organisation to ensure compliance with their regulations.”

"Ensuring compliance depends on the willingness of the host country and also the enforcement
capacity of the International organisations,” he said.



Regarding the feasibility of training individuals specifically for overseas employment,
Mashiur Rahman said, "I do not believe that is achievable. Without a sufficiently robust
domestic education and skill development framework, it isimpossible to isolate specific skill
demands and train individuals for them. Additionally, it entails substantial expenditure.”

Additionally, there is some mismatch between what is demanded and what we can supply, he
added.

Shariful Hasan, head of the BRAC Migration Programme, said, " South Asian countries should
move together to ensure the same minimum wage and protection mechanism for their migrant
workers in Middle Eastern destinations.”

Nalin Herath, acting director general of the Institute of National Security Studies, Colombo, said
that there should be some regulatory mechanism to mitigate the challenges of migrants such as
mandatory skills, minimum wages, age limits, and employers pay model for migration.

Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker, chairman of BIISS, presided over the seminar, while
Major Genera Md Abu Bakar Siddique Khan, director general of BIISS, and Nishchal N
Pandey, convener of COSATT, delivered welcome addresses.
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