LOOK AFRICA
HPLMLM% NEW

HORIZON Mﬂ
BANGLADESH

" vg% Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)






LOOK AFRICA

EXPLORING NEW HORIZONS FOR
BANGLADESH




Publication



Look Africa

Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

Chief Editor
Iftekhar Anis

Editor
Razia Sultana

Assistant Editors

Mahbubur Rashid Bhuiyan
Md Jahan Shoieb

A S M Tarek Hassan Semul
Moutusi Islam

Nur Ahmed




e

A Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) Book

Look Africa

Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

Copyright 2025© BIISS
All Rights Reserved
First Published: February 2025

Published in Bangladesh by
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)
1/46, Old Elephant Road (West of Ramna Police Station)
Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh.
Phone: (880-2) PABX: 9353808, 9336287, 8315808, Ext. 136
Fax: (880-2) 48312625
E-mail: po@biiss.org
website: www.biiss.org

Cover Photograph
Copyright © Southern Point

Printed by Graphnet Limited
95, Naya Paltan, Dhaka
E-mail: graphnet@gmail.com

No part of this book may be reprinted, photographed, photocopied, recorded or
reproduced in any form without the written consent of the editor and the publisher.

The views expressed in the volume are those of the authors alone and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of the organisation with which the authors are affiliated.



CONTENTS

Illustrations
Abbreviations
Contributors
Foreword
Acknowledgement
Preface

1
Introduction: Africa and A New Foreign Policy Avenue for Bangladesh

Iftekhar Anis

2
Building Bridges: Diplomatic Ties with African Countries

Mashfee Binte Shams

3
Connecting Continents: Social and Cultural Cooperation between
Bangladesh and Africa

Niloy Ranjan Biswas and Himel Rahman

4
Expanding Bangladesh’s Trade and Investment Horizon:
Opportunities Emerging from Africa

M Masrur Reaz

5
Doing Business in Africa: From Investor’s Perspective

Shams Mahmud



VI Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

6
The Fourth Industrial Revolution and Digital Market in Africa:
Harnessing Opportunities for Collaboration

Nahian Reza Sabriet and Nahiyan Shajid Khan

7

Bangladesh Experiences of SDG Localisation: Approach,
Method, and Learning for Sub-Saharan Africa

Md Rafid Abrar Miah and Kazi Maruful Islam

8
Harnessing the Potential of Bangladesh-Africa Migration Corridors

Syeda Rozana Rashid

9
Bangladesh’s Engagement in Africa: Opportunities, Approaches and
Options in Agri-fields and Beyond

AFM Gousal Azam Sarker

10

Combating Climate Change Together: The Untapped Potential
Between Bangladesh and Africa

Sufia Khanom

11

Bangladesh’s Defence Diplomacy: Unlocking Opportunities
in South Sudan

Md Shamim Kamal

12
Bangladesh and Peacekeeping in Africa: Exigency for a Coordi

nated Approach to Meet 21st Century Challenges
Md. Touhidul Islam and Rabeya Akter Sathi

13
Conclusion: Seeding a New Future for Bangladesh-Africa Partnership

Delwar Hossain

Index



ILLUSTRATIONS

TABLES

Table 4.5.1
Table 8.3.1

FIGURES

Figure 4.2.1
Figure 4.2.2
Figure 4.2.3

Figure 4.3.1
Figure 4.3.2

Figure 4.5.1
Figure 4.5.2
Figure 4.6.1

Figure 6.2.1

Figure 8.3.1

Figure 11.3.1
Figure 11.3.2
Figure 11.7.1
Figure 12.3.1

Figure 12.3.2

Figure 12.3.3
Figure 12.3.4
Figure 12.4.1
Figure 12.4.2
Figure 13.3.1

Sector-wise Top 3 Export Destination in Africa
Bangladesh-Africa Labour Migration Corridors

Export Concentration Trends (FY1980-2022)

Growth of Foreign Investment Over the Years in Bangladesh
Bangladesh’s Private and Public Investment,

1985-2019 (per cent of GDP)

Private Investment, GDP Growth and Exports in the Last
Decade

The Perspective Plan Emphasises the Criticality of the Private
Sector

Top Export Destination Countries in Africa Region (2021)
Export Trends from Bangladesh to Africa Region

Highlighted Key Sectors to Enhancing Trade and Investment in Africa.
Breakdown of Digital Transformation Drivers between Africa
and Bangladesh

Labour Migration from Bangladesh to African Region

GDP Progress in South Sudan (in Billion US dollars)

South Sudan’s BTI Report 2024

Bangladesh’s Diplomatic Syncronisation Matrix in South Sudan.
Number of Completed and Ongoing Bangladeshi UN Missions:
1988-2022

Number of Bangladeshi Completed and Current UN Deploy
ments in Africa: 1989-2022

Regions of Africa

Bangladeshi Female Peacekeepers in the UN Missions
Casualties of Bangladeshi Peacekeepers in the UN Missions
Sacrifice of Bangladeshi UN Peacekeepers in Africa

Look Africa Policy



VIII | Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

ABBREVIATIONS

ACFTA
A2l
Al

ADB
ADG

AfCFTA
AFMC
AGN
AGOA
AIT
AMCEN
AOFA
APPO
afwce
AIUB

AU

BSC
BANBATT
BANFMU
BASIS
BBS
BEXIMCO
BIDA
BIPSOT
BLAs
BMA
BMTF
BPO
BPSC

African Continental Free TradeArea Framework
Access to Information
Artificial Intelligence

African Development Bank
Additional Director General

American Continental Free Trade Area

Armed Forces Medical College

Africa Group of Negotiators

African Growth and Opportunity Act

Asian Institute of Technology

African Ministerial Conference on the Environment
Association of Former Ambassadors

African Petroleum Producers Organization

Armed Forces War Course

American International University-Bangladesh
African Union

Bachelor of Science

Bangladesh Battalion

Bangladesh Formed Marine Unit

Bangladesh Association of Software and Information Services
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics

Bangladesh Export Import Company Limited
Bangladesh Investment Development Authority
Bangladesh Institute of Peace Support Operation Training
Bilateral Agreements

Bangladesh Military Academy

Bangladesh Machine Tools Factory

Business Process Outsourcing

Bangladesh Public Service Commission



BRAC
BSc
BTI
BUET
BUP

CAHOSCC

CAR
CBGA
CEGIS
CEO
CGS
CIMIC
COMESA
CAGR
CVF
DDR
DSCSC
DFID

DG
DPI

DRC
DRC

EC
ECOWAS
EPAs
EPB
EUTM
FAO

FBCCI

FCOs
FES

FY
FYP

Illustrations IX

Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee

Bachelor of Sciences

Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Transformation

Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology
Bangladesh University of Professionals

Committee of African Heads of State and Government on Cli-
mate Change

Central African Republic

Center for Bangladesh and Global Affairs

Center for Environmental and Geographic Information Services
Chief Executive Officer

Centre for Genocide Studies

Civil Military Cooperation

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
Compound Annual Growth Rate

Climate Vulnerable Forum

Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
Defence Services Command and Staff College
Department for International Development

Director General
Digital Public Infrastructure

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Democratic Republic of the Congo

European Commission

Economic Community of West African States
Economic Partnership Agreements

Export Promotion Bureau

European Union Training Mission in Mali
Food and Agriculture Organization

Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
tries

Foreign Offic@nsultations
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

Fiscal Year
Five Year Plan



X Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

FPU
FSA
FTAs
4IR
G7
G8
GCF
GDP
GED
GEF
GHED
GHG
GMP
G7
G8

GoB
GSMA

IBRD
IBM

ICJ
ICRC
ICT
IDA
IEB
IED

IGAD
IoT

ILO
IMF

INGO
IITA

IOFS
IORA
IT

Formed Police Unit

Foreign Service Academy

Free Trade Agreements

Fourth Industrial Revolution

Group of 7

Group of Eight

Green Climate Fund

Gross Domestic Product

General Economics Division

Global Economy Forum

Global Health Expenditure Database
Greenhouse Gas

Good Manufacturing Practices
Group of Seven

Group of Eight

Government of Bangladesh

Global System for Mobile Communications Association

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
International Business Machines Corporation

International Court of Justice

International Committee of the Red Cross
Information and Communication Technology
International Development Association
Institute of Engineers, Bangladesh
Improvised Explosive Device

Intergovernmental Authority on Development
Internet of Things

International Labour Organization
International Monetary Fund

International non-governmental organization
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture

Islamic Organisation for Food Security.
Indian Ocean Rim Association

Information Technology



ITES
aJ
T
KlIIs
KRP
LoCs

LUCCC

MSc
M-ATV
MBA
MDC
MDS
MDGs
MENA
MHEWS
MINURSO

MINUSCA

MINUSMA
MIPP

MIS
MISAHEL
MIST
MNCs
MoE
MoEFCC
MoFA
MoHA
MoSS
MoU
MRAP
MSS

MSS

Illustrations X1

Information Technology Enabled Service
International University of Japan

Islamic University of Technology

Key Informant Interviews

Kuwait Reconstruction Operation

Line of Credit

Least Developed Nations Universities Consortium on Climate
Change

Master of Social Science

Mine Resistant Ambush Protected All-Terrain Vehicles
Masters in Business Administration

More Developed Country

Master’s in Defense Studies

Millennium Development Goals

Middle East and North Africa

Multi-hazard Early Warning System

United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara

United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mis-
sion in the Central African Republic

United Nations Multidimensional Stabilization Mission in Mali
Masters of International Policy and Practice
Migration Information System

African Union Mission for Mali and the Sahel
Military Institute of Science and Technology
Multinational Company

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Home Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of South Sudan
Memorandum of Understanding

Mine Resistant Ambush Protected Vehicles

Master’s in Social Sciences

Masters in Strategic Studies



XII | Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

MIST
NAM
NDC
NDCs
NGOs
OEC
OECD
OIC
PMIRD
ONUC
PRA
PEng
PKF
PKO
PKSF
PTAs

R-ARCSS

RCCs
RMG
RSC
SAARC
SACU
SANEM
SDGs
SDGs
SDTC
SKS
SME
SOM
SP
SPLM
SSC
SSPDF

Military Institute of Science and Technology

Non-Aligned Movement

National Defence College

Nationally Determined Contributions

Non-governmental Organisation

Observatory of Economic Complexity

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
Organization of the Islamic Conference

Professional Masters in International Relations and Diplomacy
UN Operation in the Congo

Participatory Rural Appraisal

Professional Engineer

Peace Keeping Forces

Peace Keeping Operations

Palli Karma Shahayak Foundation

Preferential Trade Agreements

Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the
Republic of South Sudan

Regional Collaboration Centres

Ready-Made Garments

Refugee Studies Centre

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
South African Customs Union

South Asian Network on Economic Modeling
Sustainable Development Goals

Sustainable Development Goals

Specialised Diplomatic Training Course

Sena Kallayn Sangstha

Small and Medium-sized Enterprise

Senior Officers’ Meeting

Superintendent of Police

Sudan People’s Liberation Movement
South-South Cooperation

South Sudan’s National Army



SUHII
TCC
TVET
UAE
UGC

UK

UPp

UN
UNCTAD
UNDP

UNESCO
UNECA

UNFCCC
UNICEF
UNIIMOG
UNISFA
UNITAMS
USA
UNMISS
UNOAU
UNSC
UNSMIL
UNTAG
UNTAG
UP

USA
USAID
VAT

WCO
WEF
WTO
YOUNGO

Illustrations | XIII

Surface Urban Heat Island Intensity

Troop Contributing Countries

Technical and Vocational Education and Training

United Arab Emirates

University Grants Commission

United Kingdom

Union Parishad

United Nations

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
United Nations Children’s Fund

UN Iran-Iraq Military Observer Group

United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei

UN Integrated Transition Assistance Mission in Sudan
United States of America

United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan
United Nations Office to the African Union

UN Security Council

UN Support Mission in Libya

UN Transition Assistance Group

UN Transition Assistance Group

Upazila Parishad

United States of America

United States Agency for International Development
Value Added Tax

World Customs Organization

World Economic Forum

World Trade Organization

Youth NGOs



XIV | Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

CONTRIBUTORS

Iftekhar Anis has been the Director General of BIISS since September
2024. Before joining this Institute, he served as Engineer in Chief at Army
Headquarters. He was commissioned in the Corps of Engineers on 21 December
1990 from Bangladesh Military Academy (BMA). He has commanded a
Division Engineer Battalion at home and an Engineer Contingent in Ivory
Coast under the UN Mandate. He served as the Additional Director General
(ADG) and Director General of Special Works Organization (West). He was
the pioneer Commander of an Engineer Construction Brigade. His notable
military service experience includes serving as Platoon Commander in the
Kuwait Reconstruction Operation (OKP), Deputy Assistant Military Secretary
in the Military Secretary’s Branch and Staff Officer Grade-1 in a Division
Headquarters. He also served as Director of Works & Chief Engineer of both
Army and Navy Headquarters. As general, he was the Chairman of Sena
Kalyan Sangstha (SKS) and later became the Engineer in Chief of the Army,
Navy and Air Force. The General was awarded the ‘Distinguished Service
Medal (BSP)’ for his outstanding contribution in planning and implementing
national projects. General Anis graduated from the Defence Services
Command and Staff College (DSCSC) and completed Armed Forces War
Course (afwc) from the National Defence College (NDC), Bangladesh. He
obtained a Master’s in Defense Studies (MDS) from National University and
a Masters in Business Administration (MBA) from American International
University-Bangladesh (AIUB). He completed his Bachelor of Science (BSc)
in Engineering (Civil) from the Military Institute of Science and Technology
(MIST) and achieved Professional Engineering (PEng) from the Institute of
Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB). Major General Iftekhar Anis is a graduate of
the prestigious US Army War College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania and obtained a
Masters in Strategic Studies (MSS) degree.



Contributors| XV

Mashfee Binte Shams, a career diplomat, joined the BCS (Foreign
Affairs) cadre in 1991. Since joining the service, she has served in MoFA
in various capacities. Prior to her retirement in December 2022, she served
as Secretary (East) in charge of five regions namely, East Asia, Southeast
Asia, South Asia, West Asia and Africa. She has served in the Bangladesh
Missions in Rome, Bangkok and New Delhi in various capacities, including
as Deputy High Commissioner in New Delhi. She has also served as
Bangladesh Ambassador to Nepal from 2013 to 2020. Ambassador Mashfee
is considered to be an expert on South Asia, particularly on Bangladesh-India
relations because of her long association with the South Asia region in her
professional capacity since 2002. Ambassador Mashfee is currently serving
as Rector of the Bangladesh Foreign Service Academy, the only training
institution in the country mandated to train officers of the BCS (FA) and
other Ministries/Divisions/Departments to represent Bangladesh at home and
abroad. Ambassador Mashfee obtained BArch degree from the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and Technology (BUET) and an MA in IR from
Leeds University, UK. She serves in the Advisory Board of Himalayan
Future Forum, a Nepal-based think tank and is Assistant Secretary on the
Executive Committee of the Association of Former BCS (FA) Ambassadors
of Bangladesh (AoFA).

Niloy Ranjan Biswas is a Professor at the Department of International
Relations (IR), University of Dhaka. In 2016, he completed his PhD in
International Politics from City, University of London. He was a recipient
of the Fulbright Fellowship (2010-12) to pursue a second Master’s degree
in Security Policy Studies at the George Washington University, Washington
DC. In 2017, he completed the United States Institute of Peace (USIP)-
Resolve Fellowship to conduct a post-doctoral study on community policing
and its challenges in preventing violent extremism. He has written extensively
on peacekeeping, peacebuilding, deradicalisation and preventing violent
extremism, refugees and forced migration, security governance reform, and
South Asian regional contributions to United Nations (UN) peace support
endeavors. He has co-authored his first book on Rohingyas and violence-
protection dialectic, published by the University of Dhaka and University
College London; co-edited four books and authored forty journal articles and
book chapters. His most recent articles are published in International Affairs,
Bandung Journal of the Global South, Asian Journal of Comparative Politics,
The Round Table: The Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs,
International Peacekeeping (Taylor & Francis), and Journal of International
Peacekeeping (Brill).



XVI | Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

Himel Rahman is working as a Research Assistant at The KRF Center
for Bangladesh and Global Affairs (CBGA). He obtained his Bachelor’s degree
and Master’s degree ( primarily in Security Studies) from the Department of IR
at the University of Dhaka. His research interests include geopolitics, foreign
policy, international history, strategic studies, security studies, international
political economy, and international law. His articles, op-eds, briefs, and
other works have been published on a number of platforms, including The
Interpreter, The Diplomat, Asia Times, South Asian Voices, The Geopolitics,
CBGA, The Daily Star, Dhaka Tribune, and The Daily Observer.

M Masrur Reaz is the Chairman and CEO of Policy Exchange
Bangladesh, a private-sector advisory firm focusing on applied economic policy
and investment advisory for economic growth and creation of markets. Dr Reaz
is an economist specialising in private sector-led economy, and a former Senior
Economist/Programme Manager at the World Bank Group who worked in
several countries in East Asia and Pacific, and South Asia regions, where he led
the competitiveness agenda for the institution in both the regions. Dr Reaz, as
part of his entrepreneurial endeavors, has now co-founded a fintech company,
TREDX, Bangladesh’s first digital Factoring Exchange, and he is a shareholder
in the country’s leading business daily Financial Express. Dr Reaz is also a
member of the Policy and Regulatory Sub-committee and the Investment Sub-
committee of the National Logistics Development Committee formed under
the leadership of the Prime Minister’s Office. He is a member of the newly
formed National Committee, anchored at Bangladesh Investment Development
Authority (BIDA), to formulate Bangladesh’s first-ever Investment Policy. He
is also a member of the Business and Human Rights Committee of Bangladesh
National Human Rights Commission. He is a member of the committee on
investment, research, and advocacy for the American Chamber in Bangladesh,
and a Policy Adviser for the London-based International Growth Center. He is
a Panel Adviser of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and
Industries (FBCCI). Dr Reaz is a commonwealth scholar and he holds a PhD in
Development Economics from the University of Manchester, UK, and an MBA
from the University of New Orleans, USA.

Shams Mahmud has been actively engaged with the private
sector since 2008. He currently holds the position of Managing Director at
Shasha Denims Ltd, GA Garments Ltd, AIM Vision Ltd, Director of Shasha
Garments Ltd, EOS Textile Mills Ltd and FlyDhaka Airlines Ltd. He is also
appointed as the Honorary Consul of FDR Ethiopia to Bangladesh and is
also a Capstone Fellow of the National Defence College. In 2024 he was
elected as Director of Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers and Exporters
Association and was also nominated as Chairman of the Standing Committee
on ‘International Affairs, International Trade Bodies, Development Partners



Contributors| XVII

and Strategic Partners’, of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FBCCI). He is also a Director of Bangladesh Export
Processing Zone Investors Association and serves as a Trustee for Valor of
Bangladesh. Mr Mahmud serves as the Secretary General of Consul Crops
Bangladesh. He is serving as the President of Bangladesh Thai Chamber of
Commerce & Industry. Mr Mahmud also served as the President of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce & Industry in 2020. In 2020 he also served in the
Board of Governors of Bangladesh Economic Zone Authority under the Prime
Ministers Office and Export Promotion Bureau of the Ministry of Commerce.
Previously Mr Mahmud served as Vice President of Bangladesh Philippines
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, was a member of the Board of Directors
of Bangladesh Textile Mills Association and the Dutch Bangla Chamber of
Commerce & Industry.

Nahian Reza Sabriet is a current graduate student at Syracuse
University in the United States (USA). He has Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
in IR from the University of Dhaka, Bangladesh, and his areas of interest
are cyber security, digital security policy and transnational organised crime.
Mr Sabriet has worked as a Data Analyst for Bangladesh Peace Observatory,
Centre for Genocide Studies, University of Dhaka and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP). He has been part of a number of projects
of several organisations in International Relations, including International
Labour Organization (ILO); South Asian Network on Economic Modeling
(SANEM); World Bank; Konrad Adenauer Stiftung’s Regional Programme
Political Dialogue - Asia, Singapore; Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) and
United States Agency for International Development (USAID).

Md Nahiyan Shajid Khan is a Research Officer at BIISS and
has been serving at the Institute since April 2021. Md Khan obtained his
Bachelor of Social Science (Honours) and Master of Social Science (MSS)
from the Department of IR, Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP).
His research interests draw on his background as a student of IR, developed
through his academic activities and engagement with various youth activism.
He is currently working on the diplomatic engagements of Bangladesh on
various multilateral platforms and the changing dynamics in the geopolitical
landscape of the Indo-Pacific region. He has done his Bachelor’s and Master’s
thesis on respectively “Belt and Road Initiative: Security Implications
on Bangladesh” and “Free & Open Indo-Pacific Strategy and Bangladesh:
Opportunities and Implications for Bangladesh.” He is currently a member of
the Indo-Pacific Circle.



XVIII| Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

Kazi Maruful Islam is a professor of governance and public policy
analysis at the Department of Development Studies, University of Dhaka. He is
also a Research Fellow at the Center on Budget and Policy, Dhaka University.
Withacareerindevelopmentresearch and teaching since 1996, his expertise spans
local governance, climate change policy and governance, health governance,
and political institutions. Professor Islam has conducted extensive research
on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and climate change, contributing
significantly to the academic field through numerous publications. He teaches
courses on Politics and Public Administration, Public Policy Analysis, Poverty
and Inequality, and Qualitative Research Methodology. He has also delivered
training courses on tracking and localising SDGs for government civil servants.
Professor Islam received his MPhil from the University of Bergen, Norway, and
his Ph.D from the University of Heidelberg, Germany, under a German Academic
Exchange Service (DAAD) Scholarship. His work has garnered collaboration
with international organizations such as Save the Children, Oxfam GB, British
Council, Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC), United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). He is
actively involved in various advocacy forums, including the Democratic Budget
Movement, Democratic Local Government Forum, Governance Advocacy
Forum, and Bangladesh Citizens Network on Climate Change.

Md Rafid Abrar Miah is a Research Officer at BIISS. Mr Abrar
has completed his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from the Department of
Development Studies, BUP. He studied various development aspects of the
contemporary world majorly from a political economic and human security
parlance. With a career in development and public policy research for more than
five years, his work spans local governance, gender-based violence, disaster
governance and management, and economic diplomacy. Mr Abrar has engaged in
different research projects on SDGs and climate change, contributing significantly
to the academic field. He has also delivered training courses on tracking
and localising SDGs for government civil servants. His work has garnered
collaboration with international organisations such as Save the Children, Plan
International, Action Aid, World Vision, FRIENDSHIP, and UNDP.

Syeda Rozana Rashid teaches International Relations at the
University of Dhaka. She obtained her MSc in Forced Migration from the
Refugee Studies Centre (RSC), University of Oxford, United Kingdom
(UK), with a Chevening Scholarship from the UK Government and a
Ph D from the Migration Studies Centre, University of Sussex, UK,
with a DfID scholarship. Dr Rashid has been involved with research and
policy advocacy on refugee and migration issues for more than two and a
half decades and has worked extensively on durable solutions for Rohingya



Contributors| XIX

refugees, refugee diplomacy, human rights of migrants and refugees, labour
migration, social protection, gender issues and youth aspirations. She has
authored four books, over 50 book chapters, and journal articles from home
and abroad. “Southern agency in global norms creation: Bangladesh in the
SDGs formulation process”, Third World Quarterly, (15 July 2024). DOL:
10.1080/01436597.2024.2368828 and “Patriarchal bargains in short-term
women’s migration from Bangladesh”, International Migration (October
2023) (DOI: 10.1111/imig.13209) are among her recent publications. Over
the past few years, she has secured three research grants from the University
of Dhaka to research refugee, migration and sustainable development.

A FM Gousal Azam Sarker is currently serving as Chairman of BIISS
following retirement in 2023. He is a career diplomat, serving since the end
of 1989 both in MoFA, Dhaka and Bangladesh Missions abroad in various
capacities. He gained professional experience both in bilateral and multilateral
diplomacy of Bangladesh as he served in Bangladesh delegation to the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and
Kathmandu Embassy dealing with the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) Secretariat affairs. He worked as Chief Coordinator of
the Organization of Islamic Conference-Foreign Minister’s Council Meeting
(OIC-CFM) held in Dhaka in 2018 and chaired most of the Senior Officers’
Meeting (SOM) held in OIC Headquarters in Jeddah for a year. He had a role
in the preparation of Bangladesh’s claim of the extended continental shelf in
the Bay of Bengal and part in dealing with the Rohingya crisis and preparation
for the accountability case in the International Court of Justice (ICJ). As D-8
Commissioner of Bangladesh, he played an important role in bringing some
new initiatives to the Organisation. He actively participated in Commonwealth
meetings including two summits (2016 and 2018). He is Secretary General of the
Executive Committee of AOFA - Association of former BCS (FA) Ambassadors
of Bangladesh. Ambassador Sarker obtained BA Honours in English Literature
and an MA in English (Linguistics) from Dhaka University. He obtained another
degree of Masters of International Policy and Practice (MIPP) from George
Washington University, Washington DC, USA having a focus on international
politics, economics, politics of development, and peacebuilding.

Sufia Khanom is a Senior Research Fellow at BIISS. For 18 years, she
has been doing extensive research under the broad umbrella of environmental
security and gender studies. She is interested in examining the geopolitical and
cultural dynamics of natural resource management under changing climatic
conditions. Dr Khanom’s primary focus is on security perceived by the
different marginalised groups especially environmentally induced migrants in
their everyday spaces. She also works on the hydro politics of transboundary



XX | Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for Bangladesh

water resources in South Asia and beyond. Dr Khanom’s research field works
prefer creative methods and methodologies that bring out alternative narratives
that may remain hidden through conventional methods. She has been involved
in research collaborations between the Norwegian University of Science and
Technology, the Asian Institute of Technology, the Concordia Forum, the
Australian Embassy, Bangladesh, and Manusher Jonnyo Foundation. She
completed her BSc in Environmental Science from Khulna University and
her MSS in Women and Gender Studies from Dhaka University, Bangladesh.
She also completed her second MSc in Gender and Development Studies from
the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand and PhD in Geography and
Planning from Macquarie University, Australia.

Md Shamim Kamal, ndu, afwc, psc, M.Phil was commissioned in
1990 in the Corps of Infantry. He served in the Bangladesh Army for 32 years
with prestigious appointments and responsibilities. He commanded an infantry
battalion and two infantry brigades. A veteran instructor of the Bangladesh
Army, he served in the Bangladesh Military Academy, Bangladesh Institute
of Peacekeeping Operation Training (BIPSOT), School of Infantry & Tactics,
Non-Commissioned Officers Academy, and NDC. He obtained four Masters
on different military and non-military subjects. He is also a graduate of law.
He served with a blue beret in three UN missions. For more than a decade,
he has been pursuing the subject —of “Defence Diplomacy”. His pocket is
bulged with a couple of degrees. He attended a number of courses and higher
military training in India, China, Germany, and France. He obtained a Masters
in “Chinese Defence Diplomacy on the South China Sea.” from Tsinghua
University, China. He completed his M. Phil on “Defence Diplomacy—a
Prudent Means to Explore National Interest of Bangladesh.” He is undergoing
Ph.D on “Nurturing National Interest through Defence Diplomacy—
Bangladesh Perspective”. Presently, he is exploring the subject in the East
African Countries by multidimensional engagement at a strategic level.

Md Touhidul Islam has been in academia for more than fifteen
years at the Department of Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Dhaka,
Bangladesh from where he completed both his Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees. He also accomplished a Master of Arts (MA) in Peace Studies
and a PhD from the University of Bradford, UK, both with the support
of Commonwealth Scholarship. He is trained in conflict resolution and
peacebuilding and participated in International Mediation and Global South
winter school at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
and completed the South Asia Teaching Session on International Humanitarian
Law, which was jointly offered by Andhra University, India and International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Before joining academia, he worked



Contributors| XXI

for a London-based International Non-government Organisation (INGO),
Saferworld which works on conflict prevention and building safer lives in
different parts of the world. Apart from conflict resolution, transformation
and peacebuilding, he offers courses and researches issues related to conflict
analysis, the United Nations (UN) system, peace accords, forced migration,
host and refugee communities’ relations, marginality and empowerment,
community-based approaches to resilience building, conflict prevention, etc.

Rabeya Akter Sathi is a peace advocate and development professional
with a strong academic background in Peace and Conflict Studies (PACS) from
the University of Dhaka. She is the recipient of the “Women Peace Ambassador’
award, an honor bestowed by UN Women and the Embassy of Japan, for her
impactful community project promoting peace and cohesion. Her dedication to
advancing justice and rights is reflected in her role as Assistant Editor at the Centre
for Peace and Justice (CPJ), where she co-developed a paralegal training module
in collaboration with Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST), aiming
to empower marginalised communities with legal literacy and access. Sathi’s
professional and academic pursuits converge particularly in the intersections of
geopolitics, state policies, global governance, and conflict resolution. She has
actively engaged in social projects and volunteer initiatives to foster harmony and
development, showcasing a deep commitment to community-level peacebuilding.
Her contribution further extends to freelance research enumeration on multiple
disciplines. With her unique blend of expertise, advocacy, and passion for global
peace, Sathi is dedicated to contributing meaningfully to the discourse on peace
and security in a rapidly changing world.

Delwar Hossain started his research career at BIISS in 1994.
Currently, he is a Professor of International Relations, at the University of
Dhaka, and has more than thirty years of teaching and research experience.
He is formerly the Chair of the Department of IR of the same university,
the founder Director of the East Asia Center and the Director of Centre for
Genocide Studies (CGS), University of Dhaka, Bangladesh. He did his second
Master’s degree in Asia Pacific International Relations from the International
University of Japan (IUJ), Japan as an Asian Development Bank Scholar in
2001. Dr Hossain earned his PhD in Global and Intercultural Studies from
Ferris University in Yokohama, Japan as a Monbukagakusho scholar in
2007. Dr Hossain received a Dean’s Award from IUJ during his study for
Master’s programme. He was a Visiting Professor at Yamaguchi University,
Yamaguchi, Japan during 2017-2023. Dr Hossain has authored more than
one hundred articles, chapters, and books. One of his recent publications is
a chapter entitled “Globalization, Governance, and New Institutionalism:
Exploring a New Developing World” by Springer Nature, 2022
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meticulously crafted book confirms the literary contribution which works as a
significant value addition. Comprehensive in scope, the book is an effort that
intricately explores various facets of the African landscape ranging from trade
dynamics to environmental considerations. Needless to say, the expansion of
this academic work affirms the scholarly rigour and depth. It is expected that
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PREFACE

Bangladesh—a nation of aspirations—actively looks for various
avenues to advance its growth, prosperity and development. Africa is
a promising destination for fostering progress and building strategic
partnerships. The book titled “Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for
Bangladesh”, a significant initiative by BIISS, is a testament to promoting the
country’s national visions.

The book, I believe, will foster new areas of cooperation with African
nations amidst the changing dynamics of Bangladesh, which aims to achieve
remarkable economic progress and realise development goals through
collaborative approaches. Africa, with its untapped markets and land of
diverse opportunities, can serve as a lucrative partner in this endeavour. Both
Bangladesh and African nations face common challenges, such as addressing
climate change, enhancing agricultural productivity, and expanding cultural
and educational spheres. These shared challenges create ample scope for
collaboration and joint efforts in fostering mutual growth and progress.

It is essential to recognise the reality of the interconnected world
in contemporary times where economic opportunities are expanded through
effective diplomatic channels. Africa, in this regard, represents a vital
destination for Bangladesh to broaden its economic horizons. With its vast
resources, burgeoning middle class and a growing market of over a billion
people, Africahas become a focus for global investors. The book aptly identifies
Africa’s significance in ensuring Bangladesh’s socio-economic development
and aligning with the country’s foreign policy principles of equity, fairness,
and creating win-win scenarios. By analysing Africa’s potential in diverse
sectors such as trade, investment, agriculture, mineral resources, and climate
change, this book offers a strategic roadmap for building stronger ties between
Bangladesh and the African continent.
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The contents of this book are thoughtfully structured to delve
into key themes such as culture, diplomacy, trade and investment, digital
economy, agriculture and contract farming, climate change, peacekeeping,
and other critical areas. Each chapter combines theoretical frameworks with
practical insights, making the book an invaluable resource for policymakers,
researchers and practitioners. By leveraging the different ideas and models,
the book sheds light on the strategies Bangladeshi stakeholders (e.g. firms,
industries etc.) can adopt for market entry and product adaptation.

The book also effectively provides a roadmap for achieving this,
covering opportunities for economic diplomacy, market research, and
bilateral trade instruments that can reduce trade barriers and create favourable
conditions for business growth. Additionally, the book underscores the need
for robust risk management and adaptability in overcoming challenges such
as regulatory hurdles, logistical barriers, and cultural differences in African
markets. The recommendations offered, such as investing in local production
facilities and forming alliances with local partners, align with global best
practices and provide actionable steps for Bangladeshi enterprises as well as
future entrepreneurs. By following these strategies, Bangladesh can enhance
its competitiveness and create a vibrant and sustainable presence in Africa.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will play a crucial role here by prioritising
Africa in its diplomatic agenda and supporting initiatives like trade missions
and business matchmaking programs.

Finally, I must commend BIISS for undertaking such a timely
initiative. The publication of the Book is a manifestation of a forward-looking
vision of the institute and its contributors. By bridging the gap in knowledge
and offering a comprehensive analysis of Africa’s opportunities and
challenges, the publication is poised to be a guideline for future Bangladesh-
Africa relations. Hence, I extend my sincere gratitude to the authors for their
meticulous research and invaluable insights into this relatively unexplored
continent. Their effort in highlighting Africa’s strategic importance to
Bangladesh’s development journey is both inspiring and enlightening.



