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Delwar Hossain started his research career at BIISS in 1994. 
Currently, he is a Professor of International Relations, at the University of 
Dhaka, and has more than thirty years of teaching and research experience. 
He is formerly the Chair of the Department of IR  of the same university, 
the founder Director of the East Asia Center and the Director of Centre for 
Genocide Studies (CGS), University of Dhaka, Bangladesh. He did his second 
Master’s degree in Asia Pacific International Relations from the International 
University of Japan (IUJ), Japan as an Asian Development Bank Scholar in 
2001. Dr Hossain earned his PhD in Global and Intercultural Studies from 
Ferris University in Yokohama, Japan as a Monbukagakusho scholar in 
2007. Dr Hossain received a Dean’s Award from IUJ during his study for 
Master’s programme. He was a Visiting Professor at Yamaguchi University, 
Yamaguchi, Japan during 2017-2023. Dr Hossain has authored more than 
one hundred articles, chapters, and books. One of his recent publications is 
a chapter entitled “Globalization, Governance, and New Institutionalism: 
Exploring a New Developing World” by Springer Nature, 2022
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FOREWORD



The book titled “Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons 
forBangladesh” is the culmination of a seminar organised by BIISS on 13 
November 2022. The overarching aim of this book is to provide an inclusive 
overview of the African region which covers a wide range of issues pertinent 
to the continent. The book is anticipated to serve as a comprehensive basis for 
fostering the exchange of ideas and experiences from scholars who will pave the 
way for enhanced cooperation between Bangladesh and Africa. BIISS extends 
its profound gratitude to the esteemed authors across various disciplines who 
contributed immensely by writing their respective chapters and highlighting 
various issues. Special acknowledgment is due to Ambassador Mashfee Binte 
Shams, Dr Niloy Ranjan Biswas, Dr M Masrur Reaz, Mr Shams Mahmud, 
Dr Kazi Maruful Islam, Dr Syeda Rozana Rashid, Dr Md Touhidul Islam, 
Brigadier General Shamim Kamal and Nahian Reza Sabriet who gave their 
valuable time in writing the chapters despite having their other commitments. 
Without their extraordinary support, it was rather a difficult task to give a 
proper shape to this endeavour. In addition to the external authors, BIISS also 
sincerely appreciates the internal authors from this Institute namely Dr Sufia 
Khanom, Rafid Abrar Miah,and Nahiyan Shajid Kahan whose enthusiastic 
participation enriched the content of the book. 

BIISS also expresses its sincere appreciation to the Director General 
of BIISS who gave his valuable guidance as well as unwavering support 
in carrying out the study. His introductory insights set the tone of the book 
and helped to anchor the rest of the chapters. Special recognition is also 
extended to the Chairman of BIISS whose substantive contribution including 
the authorship of a chapter has greatly enriched the depth of the publication. 
BIISS also extends its heartfelt gratitude to the esteemed members and 
contributors from MoFA who have fostered our commitment to work on 
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further research in the African region. In addition, BIISS wishes to express its 
profound appreciation for the substantial contributions of the editorial board 
members. Their diligent efforts spanning over one year have resulted in the 
realisation of the book and their active engagement from the very beginning 
of the study is pivotal to its fruition. Their relentless hard work, undoubtedly, 
helped to see the light of the book and without their collective efforts, such a 
comprehensive outcome would not have been attainable. Last but not least, 
appreciation should extend to the publishing company whose collaboration 
assisted in surfacing this book and ensured its timely dissemination.

There are fewer academic works on African regions, therefore, this 
meticulously crafted book confirms the literary contribution which works as a 
significant value addition. Comprehensive in scope, the book is an effort that 
intricately explores various facets of the African landscape ranging from trade 
dynamics to environmental considerations. Needless to say, the expansion of 
this academic work affirms the scholarly rigour and depth. It is expected that 
the thorough examination of the book will provide valuable insights to the 
policymakers and offer them a robust framework to formulate new policies 
and strategies tailored to the region’s unique challenges and opportunities. 
Hence, a cordial invitation is extended to each of you to engage with this 
esteemed publication.

Razia Sultana
Editor

Dedication
Bangladeshi Peacekeepers who served in Africa
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Bangladesh—a nation of aspirations—actively looks for various 
avenues to advance its growth, prosperity and development. Africa is 
a promising destination for fostering progress and building strategic 
partnerships. The book titled “Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for 
Bangladesh”, a significant initiative by BIISS, is a testament to promoting the 
country’s national visions.

The book, I believe, will foster new areas of cooperation with African 
nations amidst the changing dynamics of Bangladesh, which aims to achieve 
remarkable economic progress and realise development goals through 
collaborative approaches. Africa, with its untapped markets and land of 
diverse opportunities, can serve as a lucrative partner in this endeavour. Both 
Bangladesh and African nations face common challenges, such as addressing 
climate change, enhancing agricultural productivity, and expanding cultural 
and educational spheres. These shared challenges create ample scope for 
collaboration and joint efforts in fostering mutual growth and progress.

	It is essential to recognise the reality of the interconnected world 
in contemporary times where economic opportunities are expanded through 
effective diplomatic channels. Africa, in this regard, represents a vital 
destination for Bangladesh to broaden its economic horizons. With its vast 
resources, burgeoning middle class and a growing market of over a billion 
people, Africa has become a focus for global investors. The book aptly identifies 
Africa’s significance in ensuring Bangladesh’s socio-economic development 
and aligning with the country’s foreign policy principles of equity, fairness, 
and creating win-win scenarios. By analysing Africa’s potential in diverse 
sectors such as trade, investment, agriculture, mineral resources, and climate 
change, this book offers a strategic roadmap for building stronger ties between 
Bangladesh and the African continent.

PREFACE



Look Africa: Exploring New Horizons for BangladeshXXVI

The contents of this book are thoughtfully structured to delve 
into key themes such as culture, diplomacy, trade and investment, digital 
economy, agriculture and contract farming, climate change, peacekeeping, 
and other critical areas. Each chapter combines theoretical frameworks with 
practical insights, making the book an invaluable resource for policymakers, 
researchers and practitioners. By leveraging the different ideas and models, 
the book sheds light on the strategies Bangladeshi stakeholders (e.g. firms, 
industries etc.) can adopt for market entry and product adaptation.

The book also effectively provides a roadmap for achieving this, 
covering opportunities for economic diplomacy, market research, and 
bilateral trade instruments that can reduce trade barriers and create favourable 
conditions for business growth. Additionally, the book underscores the need 
for robust risk management and adaptability in overcoming challenges such 
as regulatory hurdles, logistical barriers, and cultural differences in African 
markets. The recommendations offered, such as investing in local production 
facilities and forming alliances with local partners, align with global best 
practices and provide actionable steps for Bangladeshi enterprises as well as 
future entrepreneurs. By following these strategies, Bangladesh can enhance 
its competitiveness and create a vibrant and sustainable presence in Africa. 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will play a crucial role here by prioritising 
Africa in its diplomatic agenda and supporting initiatives like trade missions 
and business matchmaking programs.

Finally, I must commend BIISS for undertaking such a timely 
initiative. The publication of the Book is a manifestation of a forward-looking 
vision of the institute and its contributors. By bridging the gap in knowledge 
and offering a comprehensive analysis of Africa’s opportunities and 
challenges, the publication is poised to be a guideline for future Bangladesh-
Africa relations. Hence, I extend my sincere gratitude to the authors for their 
meticulous research and invaluable insights into this relatively unexplored 
continent. Their effort in highlighting Africa’s strategic importance to 
Bangladesh’s development journey is both inspiring and enlightening.


