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South Asia Human Security Series

South Asia Human Security Series is the product of a three-year
regional collaborative research project titled, Human Security in South
Asia: Discourse, Practice and Policy Proposition conducted by BIISS
under the aegis of the Ford Foundation, New Delhi, 2003-06. The aim
of the project has been to provide an understanding of the prevailing
discourses and practices on human security in South Asia as well as to
generate inputs for policy making at regional and national levels. Five
individual country papers on Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka and five thematic areas: (a) Constructing a Human Security
Index for South Asia; (b) Violence, Terrorism and Human Security;
(¢) Ethnicity and Human Security; (d) Gender and Human Security;
(e) Marginalisation and Human Security — were covered. The outcome
is the present series.

The Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies (BIISS)

The Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS) is an autonomous research organisation under the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Bangladesh. The Institute
was founded in 1978 to undertake research and promote deliberation
on foreign policy, security and development. The Institute publishes
regularly a quarterly Journal, BIISS Journal, organises seminars/
conferences and undertakes research projects. More about the Institute
at: www.biiss.org
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Preface

This work, which has examined two cases of ethnicity in two different
countries of South Asia, has focused on human security values, security
threats, and the sources of such threats. The idea behind selecting the
two particular cases was to examine one example of a unitary and near-
homogeneous state (i. e. the CHT case of Bangladesh) and the other of
a multi-ethnic, federal state (i. e. the Sindh case of Pakistan).

In the CHT’s case, as was the case at the pre-Accord time, in the
Accord’s aftermath (post-December 1997), the policy of relocation, in
the name of “development” and “integration” remains a festering sore
for both the Bengali community and the hill people. The latter views it
as an encroachment on their rights to land. Out of this encroachment
stems the problem of “freedom from fear”, and out of the dislocation a
set of human security problems arose such as landlessness and
pauperization, homelessness, joblessness, food insecurity, morbidity,
social disarticulation, etc. These gave rise to the problem of “freedom
from want”. Land certainly has become one of the key lodestars of the
CHT people.

The Sindh case shows that Sindhi discontentment stems from
issues such as illegal immigration, control of natural resources of gas,
petrol, and coal, the construction of large dams, discrimination in
military (government) jobs, provincial autonomy, and overall revenue
sharing. This study notes that the Sindh problem has become dormant,
but that there is no sign of absolute disappearance. The position of the
Mohajir community may be characterized as a shift from dominance to
relative marginalization or “relative deprivation”. The state in
Pakistan has played multiple roles, depending on the time and the
situation. The state first identified itself with the Mohajir community,
then took affirmative measures to deprive them, used the community
in political games against political parties, finally attempting to reduce
the power and influence of the Mohajirs. In the process, the state
induced ethnicity-related security problems so that ethnic communities
in Sindh continue to suffer from lack of human security.
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However, our engagement with the BIISS-Ford Foundation Project
on “Human Security in South Asia” has been learning and rewarding
processes as well. We are beholden to Professor Pervaiz Igbal Cheema
of National Defence University, Islamabad, and Professor Amena
Mohsin of Department of International Relations of University of
Dhaka, respectively, for going through the earlier draft of the book,
offering constructive suggestions. We express our deep gratitude to
Dr Abdur Rob Khan, the project Coordinator, for reading the entire
manuscript. Due thanks to Mr AKM Abdus Sabur, Research Director of
BIISS, and Co-Coordinator of the project, for his logistic help.

Mohammad Humayun Kabir
Abu Taher Salahuddin Ahmed
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