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Preface 

This work, which has examined two cases of ethnicity in two different 
countries of South Asia, has focused on human security values, security 
threats, and the sources of such threats. The idea behind selecting the 
two particular cases was to examine one example of a unitary and near­
homogeneous state (i. e. the CRT case of Bangladesh) and the other of 
a multi-ethnic, federal state (i. e. the Sindh case of Pakistan). 

In the CRT's case, as was the case at the pre-Accord time, in the 
Accord's aftermath (post-December 1997), the policy of relocation, in 
the name of "development" and "integration" remains a festering sore 
for both the Bengali community and the hill people. The latter views it 
as an encroachment on their rights to land. Out of this encroachment 
stems the problem of "freedom from fear", and out of the dislocation a 
set of human security problems arose such as landlessness and 
pauperization, homelessness, joblessness, food insecurity, morbidity, 
social disarticulation, etc. These gave rise to the problem of "freedom 
from want". Land certainly has become one of the key lodestars of the 
CRT people. 

The Sindh case shows that Sindhi discontentment stems from 
issues such as illegal immigration, control of natural resources of ga:s, 
petrol, and coal, the construction of large dams, discrimination in 
military (government) jobs, provincial autonomy, and overall revenue 
sharing. This study notes that the Sindh problem has become dormant, 
but that there is no sign of absolute disappearance. The position of the 
Mohajir community may be characterized as a shift from dominance to 
relative marginalization or "relative deprivation". The state in 
Pakistan has played multiple roles, depending on the time and the 
situation. The state first identified itself with the Mohajir community, 
then took affirmative measures to deprive them, used the community 
in political games against political parties, finally attempting to reduce 
the power and influence of the Mohajirs. In the process, the state 
induced ethnicity-related security problems so that ethnic communities 
in Sindh continue to suffer from lack of human security. 
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