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SEMINAR
on

Bangabandhu’s Vision: Relevance in the
Context of 215 Century

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organised a hybrid
seminar titled “Bangabandhu’s Vision: Relevance in the Context of 21st
Century” on 28 August 2022 at the BIISS auditorium. The seminar was divided into two
sessions: inaugural session and a working session. H E Mr Anisul Huq, MP, honourable
Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, Government of Bangladesh, graced
the seminar as the Chief Guest of the inaugural session. Major General Mohammad
Maksudur Rahman, OSP, BSP, psc, Director General, BIISS delivered the welcome
address.

Professor Dr Delwar Hossain, Department of International Relations, University
of Dhaka, and Member, Bangladesh Public Service Commission (BPSC), chaired the
inaugural session. Professor Dr Imtiaz Ahmed, Department of International
Relations, and Director, Centre for Genocide Studies (CGS), University of Dhaka chaired
the working session.

Bangabandhu's Vision: Relevance
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Bangabandhu’s Vision: Relevance in the Context of 21st Century

During the working session, four presentations were made. Lt Col (retd) Quazi Sajjad
Ali Zahir, Bir Protik made a presentation on “Bangabandhu’s Vision on Peace,
Security and Prosperity: Relevance in the Context of 21t Century”’; Professor Dr Syed
Anwar Husain, Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Bangladesh University of Professionals
(BUP) presented on “International System and Just World: The Ideas of Bangabandhu”;
Ambassador Muhammad Zamir, former Chief Information Commissioner
of Bangladesh deliberated on “Foreign Policy and Diplomacy: The Principles of
Bangabandhu”; and Dr Atiur Rahman, Bangabandhu Chair Professor, University of Dhaka
put forward his thoughts on “Global Economic Order: The Philosophies of Bangabandhu”.
These presentations were followed by an interactive open discussion session.

Senior officials from different ministries, ambassadors, high commissioners,
former diplomats, senior military officials, media, academia, researchers, teachers and
students from different universities, and representatives from different international
organisations participated in the seminar and enriched it by presenting their valuable

opinions, comments, suggestions and observations during the open discussion session.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)



INAUGURAL SESSION
WELCOME ADDRESS

Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, OSP, BSP, psc
Director General, Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)

On behalf of Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS),
Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, OSP, BSP, psc, Director
General, BIISS welcomed everyone to the webinar. He expressed his heartfelt gratitude to
the Hon’ble Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs for gracing the occasion.

At the outset, in remembrance of the month of August, the darkest month
of Bangladesh’s history, he paid homage to the memory of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his family members who were martyred in
the gruesome night of the 15th August. He also expressed his deepest respect for the
millions who sacrificed their lives and limbs for liberation of Bangladesh.
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He expressed that Bangabandhu and Bangladesh are inseparable. The long history
of the emancipation of Bangladesh is deeply rooted in the politics and policies of the periods
preceding the liberation movement. The transformation of Sheikh Mujib to Bangabandhu
and the priming of an oppressed nation toward emancipation are congruously the same
story. As aniconic leader of Bangladesh’s national struggle for liberation, General Rahman
argued that Bangabandhu’s worldview as well as philosophical understanding were based
upon his experience from the brutal, oppressive, and discriminatory colonial rule of the
British Empire and later, Pakistan.

He further mentioned that Bangabandhu’s struggle to establish democracy, and
ensuring economic and political rights of the oppressed people was highly reflected in his
philosophical base. In this regard, the Director General quoted Bangabandhu’s famous
assertion, “The world is now divided into two — the oppressors and the oppressed — and
I am with the oppressed.” In a world that was polarised by the Cold War, Bangabandhu
wanted to maintain neutrality, equidistance, and peaceful coexistence. He also said that
Bangabandhu’s ideological orientation and indomitable commitment to world peace
made him part of the core leadership within the NAM movement. He mentioned that
to achieve peace for Bangladesh and the whole of humanity, Bangabandhu believed
in multilateralism, rule of law, and international cooperation. Hence, the guiding
principles of Bangladesh’s foreign policy testify how they have their roots entrenched in
Bangabandhu’s philosophical vision.

General Rahman also argued that the foreign policy priorities, choices, and decisions
made by Bangabandhu, and the way he projected Bangladesh’s national interest in the
international forums, clearly demonstrate a transformational leadership. Bangabandhu
was keen to address the long-term challenges by identifying the national priorities and
also making long-term and high-impact foreign policy legacies. The first and foremost
measure Bangabandhu adopted was to bring back the millions of refugees and resettle
them in independent Bangladesh. Then he ensured internal and external security through
the withdrawal of troops from Bangladesh within a very short period, and professionalising
Bangladesh’s own law and order forces. On the macro-economic front, Bangabandhu
prioritised construction and rehabilitation with a special focus on making basic amenities
available for the people in need. Urgent initiatives were undertaken for the infrastructural
rebuilding of the key sectors like transport, power, and agriculture which incurred severe
loss and damage during the war. Bangabandhu also took special initiative to launch
Bangladesh’s first Five-year Plan. He added that the people of Bangladesh still boast of
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having been able to adopt a full-fledged Constitution embedded with basic principles of
state policy just in Three hundred twenty-five days of the country’s liberation.

At the end of his address, General Rahman opined that the people of Bangladesh
are fortunate to have had a leader like Bangabandhu with timeless leadership qualities
that are equally relevant today. It was a great misfortune to have lost him untimely. Once
again, he welcomed all the participants to that auspicious occasion and expressed his

hearty gratitude to our honourable Chief Guest for gracing it with his kind presence.
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SPEECH BY THE CHIEF GUEST

Mr Anisul Huq, MP
Honourable Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

At the outset, Mr Anisul Huq, MP, Honourable Minister for Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh expressed
his profound thanks to the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies
(BIISS) for inviting him to the seminar. He also paid deep respect to the father of the
nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who’s charismatic leadership and long
struggle helped the country in achieving our long-cherished independence. In August,
the month of mourning, he also recalled with a heavy heart, the tragic event of 15" August
1975 and paid his deepest homage to the memory of those who were brutally killed along

with the Father of the Nation on that fateful night. He believed that the seminar would
shed light on the vision of Bangabandhu and his inspiring leadership qualities.

He noted, Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, was not
only a great political leader, but also a political philosopher, an organiser of hundreds of

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)

6



Bangabandhu’s Vision: Relevance in the Context of 21st Century

protest movements against social and political injustice, and a fighter for the liberation
of oppressed people. His charismatic leadership paved the way for Bangladesh to become
independent. Many of the world’s greatest thinkers and leaders’ work and philosophy
had a direct influence on Bangabandhu’s work, philosophy, and political belief. And he
successfully inculcated the teachings and philosophies of the great leaders and applied
them to liberating the Bengalis. Furthermore, Bangabandhu’s fight for freedom and
equality did not stop at the borders of Bangladesh; rather, he was a strong voice for
the world’s underprivileged. Therefore, his vision for a peaceful and just society is still
pertinent to dealing with the challenges of the 21% century.

It was Bangabandhu’s vision of freedom to build an independent state. For that
to happen, he called for the most comprehensive and wide-ranging pleas for freedom
ever. Independence from Pakistan was a prelude to revolutionary emancipation
from not only Pakistani domination but also from decades of injustices imposed on
ordinary Bangladeshis. When Bangabandhu’s dream of building the Bengali nation was
accomplished, he turned his attention to the development of the country. His vision for
Bangladesh’s development was to create a just and equitable society based on respect
for individual rights and a commitment to eliminating poverty, hunger, corruption, and
exploitation. Through the four core pillars of Bangladesh’s Constitution, Bangabandhu
was able to portray his vision for a developed Bangladesh. Those pillars were namely
democracy, nationalism, secularism, and socialism. He highlighted those pillars in which
Bangabandhu’s vision remains impressively relevant to the contemporary world.

He opined that from the outset of his political career, Bangabandhu had a strong
belief in parliamentary democracy as the best form of government. Additionally, in the
Unfinished Memoirs, Bangabandhu’s thoughts on the perfect functioning of democracy
could be found. When Bangabandhu was imprisoned repeatedly, his prison diaries served
as a record of his opinions on democracy’s principles and workings. It is worth noting that
Bangabandhu was elected as General Secretary of his party by direct votes every time from
1953 to 1966. Afterwards, he was elected as the President of his party from 1966 to 1974
by direct votes. Even after becoming the country’s supreme leader, he steadfastly adhered
to democratic principles. Following independence, he introduced the constitution and
scheduled national elections in 1973. Having the belief that people are the ultimate source
of authority, he also included democratic norms in his proposals for administrative and
social reform. Hence, his values of democracy, equality, and justice are as applicable today
as when he was alive.
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To uphold another core pillar of his vision — nationalism, it was he, who successfully
countered Pakistani nationalism by magnificently promoting the cause of Bengali
nationalism. He was the pinnacle of Bengali nationalism. Although the journey of Bengali
nationalism began as a linguistic nationalism, it has since evolved to include elements
of ethnography and geography as well. Bangabandhu was the perfect embodiment of
Bangladeshi nationalism, which was a three-dimensional construct and concentration.
Having brought Bengali nationalism to a successful conclusion, it gave an ultimate
triumph to the man, our father of the nation, who had steered the movement towards
achieving that glorious end. As a perfect illustration of Bengali nationalism, we saw that
the Rabindra sangeet, “Amar Sonar Bangla, Ami Tomay Bhalobashi” — a melodious song
that best expresses our love for our country in glowing terms, was chosen by Bangabandhu
as our national anthem.

He added that being pragmatic in nature, Bangabandhu had an incredible ability
to adapt and thrive in a changing world. Although he was a believer in socialism and not
in capitalism, for him, the choice was between neoliberalism and authoritarian socialism.
As for both, he was well aware of the threats posed by imperialism in some parts of the
world. While he strongly supported equity, he also believed in the need for individual
liberty. Hence, we saw that he outlined a new paradigm for the socialistic transformation
of society and economics by combining socialism and democracy. Given the consequences
of both systems, it can be argued that Bangabandhu was well ahead of many countries
in pursuing a balanced form of social democracy. In this regard, he opposed a mixed
economy and advocated for an indigenous socialist system that was rooted in Bengali
culture and tradition.

Henoted thatin his commitment to secularism, Bangabandhu’s political philosophy
encompassed a rejection of efforts to sow division and animosity among various ethnic
and religious groups. Throughout his life, he was a staunch opponent of societal violence.
He always advocated for the coexistence and mutual tolerance of all ethnic and racial
identities, and he spoke out in favour of the equal treatment of all people. He was opposed
to any kind of sectarian riots. If we see the Unfinished Memoirs, we will find lots of prime
examples of his strong support of secularism. When Hindu-Muslim riots erupted across
India in 1964, he launched a civic movement to keep East Bengal free of such violence.
Even in his speech on March 7, 1971, he urged people to be on guard against the possibility
of intergroup conflict.
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Although Bangabandhu adhered to the preaching of Islam, he was a staunch
opponent of the political exploitation of religious campaigning. Hence, he criticised
the Muslim League for focusing solely on promoting Islam as a political ideology while
ignoring the socioeconomic conditions of the local population. The prime example of
using religious preaching as a political slogan was to order the Bengalis to give up their
demand of speaking Bengali. With that incident, Bangabandhu realised that the use of
religion was used as an instrument of oppression by the Pakistani politicians to deny
recognition of the Bengali language. And then, we saw how relentlessly Bangabandhu
fought for the cause of the Bengali language. By acknowledging Bangabandhu’s vision of
secularism, personalities like Nobel Laureate Professor Amartya Sen also admitted that
Bangabandhu’s secularist values are still applicable to the contemporary world and most
nations should adhere to his values in order to create an egalitarian society.

He further added that aside from the four pillars of Bangladesh’s constitution that

best define Bangabandhu’s vision very effectively, his revelation for foreign policy still
reverberates with the collective aspirations to build a better world today through seeking
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peace, justice, development, and cooperation. Bangabandhu’s intriguing role in shaping
Bangladesh’s foreign policy as a fledgling nation is well documented. Bangladesh’s foreign
policy dictum is based on his principle of “friendship to all and malice towards none,”
which the country is still following religiously. And this dictum proved itself very much
relevant in today’s changing world order under a “neo-cold war paradigm”. In light of
the changing situation, the fundamental idea of “friendship to everyone, malice to none”
must serve as our compass. There should be no one in particular that we take a stand for
or against. In this regard, Bangabandhu’s foreign policy guiding principles that saved the
nation from the cold war period doldrums can be the ultimate salvation for the nation to
navigate today’s geopolitical uncertainties.

Honourable Chief Guest concluded his speech by mentioning Bangabandhu’s
commitment to defending the rights of the underprivileged extended well beyond the
border of Bangladesh. And his visions can be inspirational for oppressed people around
the world even in the 21st century. Bangabandhu is a kind of leader who changed the
course of history, founded an independent state, shaped and framed the foreign policy of
a budding state. It was his political vision that had an impact largely in making history for
a nation. Having said these words, He wished all successful deliberations and discussions
in the sessions.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)
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CONCLUDING REMARKS BY THE
SESSION CHAIR

Professor Dr Delwar Hossain
Professor of International Relations, University of Dhaka
and Member, Bangladesh Public Service Commission (BPSC)

Dr Delwar Hossain, Professor of International Relations, University of Dhaka,
Bangladesh and Member, Bangladesh Public Service Commission (BPSC) started his
speech by agreeing with the Chief Guest. He noted that the minister’s speech has very
rightly highlighted the political thoughts and philosophy of Banganahdhu that has guided
Bangladesh’s vision and achievements since 1948 and one after another, finally the actual
implementation of the dream of Sonar Bangla. He said that the topic of the seminar is very
relevant, and the honourable chief guest also emphasised the relevance of vision, which
can be understood through his contribution to different movements and his thoughts
and how he felt about society. And Bangabandhu was particularly focused on pursuing
peace not only at the global level but also at the societal level. Dr Hossain highlighted
Bangabandhu’s role in launching a non-violent movement against the Pakistani rulers.
He tried to further elaborate on the topic of Bangbandhu’s vision. He said that there are
several factors, and in his opinion, the vision was based on emancipation and hope. So,
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Bangbandhu was looking for emancipation, but at the same time, he was very hopeful. He
was a very optimistic person. And that is reflected in his philosophy and in his works. And
the second thing about the vision is that vision without courage does not help. Bangabandhu
had both. Bangabandhu had a vision, he had the courage and also resilience. That actually
made the mix of his thoughts which is a combination of indigenous understanding of
society and at the same time world views that we know existed during that time in the

1970s.

Professore Delwar then shared one policy dictum that Bangladesh follows which
is actually part of Bangabandhu’s vision- “the friendship to all and malice towards none”.
This very idea is often thought to have come after Bangabandhu’s coming to Bangladesh
on 10th January 1972. But if one sees the history and reads the secret documents of the
Pakistan intelligence branch, Volume 10, page 35, one will find that when Bangabandhu
was visiting Khulna to attend a sort of reunion, he mentioned that Awami League
supported the Tashkent agreement and he was saying that in the working committee of
Awami League that they would pass a resolution focusing on “friendship to all malice
towards none” and it was in 1966. So, that dictum was spelt out by Bangabandhu on 26"
January 1966. So, the vision of Bangabundu about the future of Bangladesh in terms of its
global role and also in terms of how Bangladesh could be run was in his mind long before.
Dr Hossian also highlighted that the honourable chief guest had also mentioned the four
principles of our 1972 constitution.

He said that the world started a new millennium in 2000 with promise and hope
but eventually with the 9/11 attacks and currently with Ukraine and Taiwan crisis and the
global powers is going through rivalry and also the cold war situation. So Bangabandhu’s
ideas which are seen in a 1974’s UN speech focusing on the redistribution of resources in
the world, and on the new international economic order and establishment of humanity
are really contemporary and will continue to inspire the world for thousands of years.
And when people talk about vision 2041 (which the honourable Prime Minister is focusing
on) that is also based on the vision of Bangabandhu’s vision of sonar bangla. Finally, He
emphasised that the honourable Prime Minister is the daughter of Bangabandhu and she
is the torch bearer of his vision. And people can now see the overwhelming success of
Bangladesh; in the development arena, in prosperity and also in the foreign policy arena.
How Bangladesh is balancing great powers, and how it is achieving success one after
another, is praised by many countries. They are sometimes puzzled that how Bangladesh
is maintaining China, and India together and the Prime Minister said the same thing in
different capitals that Bangladesh can overcome geopolitical realities through cooperation.
And these are the essence of Bangabandhu’s global vision that is there to guide us.
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WORKING SESSION
PRESENTATION ONE

Bangabandhu’s Vision on Peace, Security and Prosperity:
Relevance in the Context of 21 Century

Lt Col (Retd) Quazi Sajjad Ali Zahir, Bir Protik (RM)
Recipient of Swadinata Padak and Padma Shri
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International System and Just World: The Ideas of Bangabandhu
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Professor Dr Syed Anwar Husain

Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Bangladesh University of Professionals

Dr Syed Anwar Husain, Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Bangladesh University
of Professionals, started his speech by stating that, the quest for peace, at any level, is
perpetual and universal. Nevertheless, Peace is set at naught by human misdeeds, or human
deeds with ulterior motives not peaceable. Chenghiz Khan, Halaku Khan and Hitler do
occasionally surface in people’s mind as evil geniuses who threatened humanity and world
peace. But, as against them, humanity also have on record the names of personalities for
whom peace was not only a dream, but vocation as well; a short list of whom include the
English scholar Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) and German scholar Immanuel Kant (1724-
1804). Bentham’s book A Plan for Universal and Perpetual Peace (1777) and Kant’s book
Perpetual Peace (1795), drew attention of a strife-torn Europe to the doable prospect of
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peace. Dr Husain stated Bangabandhu belonged to this genre of persons with his peace
dream and vocation, not only for his Bangali people, but the people across the world. A
pointer to such a peace intent of Bangabandhu is the note he scribbled on 30t May 1973,

“As a man, what concerns mankind concerns me. As a Bengalee, I
am deeply involved in all that concerns Bengalees. This abiding
involvement is born of and nourished by love, enduring love, which
gives meaning to my politics and to my very being.”

Bangabandhu’s views on the international system are to be gleaned from the 1972
Constitution (his major gift to the nation), nine speeches and a message. Moreover,
Bangabandhu’s travelogue titled New China 1952 also provides information specifically
on his views on a just world. But the information of his attending the Stockholm Peace
Conference (1956) is not available. Nevertheless, whatever records are present, are
adequately explanatory of Bangabandhu’s ideas specifically on peace, and world peace,
in general.

He then focused on theoretical considerations. He said that Bangabandhu knew
it well that his Bangladesh, a country born out of the trauma of conflict and violence,
would live well in the comity of nations provided there were peace through peaceable
overtures between and among states. Thus his peace-intention was, to all intents and
purposes, Bangladesh-centric. In other words, he was perceiving an international civil
society, wherein a network of states would complement each other’s actions in creating
and sustaining peace. This was, in fact, a redefining of international peace in terms of
people’s security. This was thus the recipe for a paradigm shift in international relations.
It may be noted that this peace-paradigm was a continuation of Bangabandhu’s home-
recipe of peace through development of people; and, in this context, his Rajshahi speech
of 9 May 1972 may be referred to, wherein he said, “What do I want? I want the people
of Bangla get two square meals a day. What do I want? I want the jobless get jobs.
What do I want? I want the people of my Bengal be happy. What do I want? I want my
people move about in a jolly mood. What do I want? I want the people of Bangla smile
again to their hearts content”. Indeed, for Bangabandhu, peace was indivisible between
domestic and international arenas. He was convinced that if people, both at home and
the world across, are marginalised or victims of oppression and violence, peace would
be negated or even threatened. The egalitarian international society that Bangabandhu
was dreaming for had the perspective of gap reduction in resources between the
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international haves and have-nots. In other words, he was voicing protest against the
endemic and persistent international inequality. Indeed, Bangabandhu was a strong voice
of protest against inequality of all types anywhere in the world. The first government of
Bangladesh, popularly known as the Mujibnagar Government, had in its Proclamation
of Independence, three perceptive objectives for Bangladesh: equality, human dignity
and social justice. It would be not far-fetched to argue that Bangabandhu’s world-view
was conditioned by these three objectives. Indeed, he was not only the Bangabandhu
(friend of Bengal); but viswabandhu (friend of the world) as well. The Constitution and
World Peace enshrined in the Article 25 of the 1972 Constitution are the words laying
the foundation of Bangladesh foreign policy as well as that of world view of the newly-
born state. The state shall base its international relations on the principles of respect
for national sovereignty and equality, non-interference in the internal affairs of other
countries, peaceful settlement of international disputes, and respect for international
law and the principles enunciated in the United Nations Charter, and on the basis of
those principles shall —a. strive for the renunciation of the use of force in international
relations and for general and complete disarmament; b. uphold the right of every people
freely to determine and build up its own social, economic and political system by ways
and means of its own free choice; and c. support oppressed people throughout the world
waging a just struggle against imperialism, colonialism or racialism. The goals set and the
elaborative principles clearly show the peace intent and content of Bangladesh’s relations
with the outside world. Moreover, Bangabandhu’s principle of “friendship with all, malice
to none”; was a peace-begetting recipe.

Dr Husain then focused on Bangabandhu’s contribution to International Social
Peace”. He argued that the most pertinent document relating to Bangabandhu’s knack
for international social peace through social justice was his speech at the 4 Nonaligned
Summit in Algiers. In that speech he uttered the knee-jerking words (for imperialists and
colonialists), “The world is divided into two halves — oppressors and oppressed. I am on
the side of the oppressed”. This comment of Bangabandhu not only reflected his world
view, but also pointed out that an end to oppression across the world was the pathway
to peace. Moscow hosted the World Congress of Peace Forces, held from 25 through 31
October 1973. In a message to this congress, sounding the Algiers rhetoric, he wrote,

“At a time when people in different parts of the world are struggling
against imperialism, colonialism and racialism and are striving for
political and economic emancipation, such a Congress cannot but
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strengthen and inspire all those committed to the cause of world
peace. The oppressed people of the world must liberate themselves
from exploitation and man’s injustice to man must end if the world
is to enjoy a stable peace.”

While drawing attention to the basics of world peace, Bangabandhu said, “In my
opinion, people must have the right to food and clothing and to demand these things.
At the same time, they must have the rights to express their own beliefs. If this is not
allowed, the life of a man will become as hard as a stone.”

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) hosted the Asia-Pacific Regional Peace
Conference in Peking on 2-12 October 1952. 37 countries participated in this conference.
Bangabandhu was a member of the Pakistan delegation. He rationalised world peace as
he subsequently wrote,

“We were agreeable to the idea of attending a conference organised
by anyone in the world who wanted peace. Whether it was Russia,
the United States, Britain or China — we were ready to work for peace
at this time and to proclaim in unison with thousands voices — Peace
is what we want”

But Bangabandhu’s voice of peace was heard more forcefully in his emotive
speech delivered at the time of his receiving the Julio Curie Peace Prize from the World
Peace Council at a ceremony held in Dhaka on 23 May 1973. As he said, for the people
of Bangladesh peace and freedom are mixed up. Moreover, emphasising world peace, he

unequivocally said,

“At the same time, I would like to mention categorically that world
peace is the basic principle of the philosophy of my life... We support
any great attempt at world peace, disarmament and human welfare.”
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The Commonwealth Heads of government meeting was held in Canada on 2-3
August 1973. At this meeting, Bangabandhu’s voice was resonant, he believed that the
developed and developing countries have a common interest in maintaining our existence
and in living peacefully. He said that “The arms race is a threat to humanity, which contains
the threat of not only the total destruction, but also a colossal wastage of world resources.”
This was a message to big powers who spend a lot on the arms-making; and the message
fell on their deaf years, as we have not seen any let-up in the arms-making and armed
conflict around the world. True, big arms have now been replaced by the smaller ones, but
arms are there eating up huge national resources.” In such a context, therefore, the voice
of Bangabandhu was of restraint and caution, but at the same time, suggesting a doable
alternative.

Bangabandhu’s United Nations General Assembly speech at the 29 session (25
September 1974) was the summation of his ideas on world peace. The speech was in
Bangla; and Bangabandhu was second to Rabindranath Thakur in portraying Bangla on
the international stage. The speech was rendered into English extemporaneously by the
young Bangali diplomat Faruk Chowdhury (now deceased). Thematically, the speech had
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four parts. First, the liberation struggle of Bangladesh was meant to be a struggle for peace
and justice across the world. Second, crafting of a new international order conducive to the
common interest of humans was proffered. Third, while talking about the desired peace in
the conflict- prone South Asian region, a concrete suggestion was made to replace “conflict
and animus of the past with those of fraternity and cooperation”, Finally, the Southeast
Asian Zone of Peace along with the Indian Ocean Zone of Peace was strongly supported.
The South Asian peace figured prominently as Bangabandhu had spoken emotively at the
dinner hosted by the Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in Calcutta on 6 February (on
Bangabandhu’s first foreign trip to Calcutta, 6-8 February 1972). As he said, “Let there be
an end permanently to the sterile policy of conflict among the neighbours. We should not
waste our national resources, which we should use in developing standard of living of our
people”. The same theme occured in the speech he delivered at Daudkandi (Cumilla) on 4
March 1974. These statements were the seeds out of which germinated the tree known as
the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in 1985.

In his concluding observations, he said that the cruel birth of Bangladesh and the
continuous struggle for emancipation preceding this birth, had convinced Bangabandhu
of the rationale for peace, at home and across the world. At home, his recipe for peace
was development of his people, so that they are blessed with a decent standard of living.
Internationally, he had the same dream, and, for the realisation of which, he argued for
a restructured world order. In between, he had plans for regional peace, as well. Thus no

facet of the phenomenon/construct of peace escaped the cogitative mind of Bangabandhu.
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Foreign Policy and Diplomacy: The Principles of Bangabandhu
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Ambassador (Retd) Muhammad Zamir
Former Chief Information Commissioner of Bangladesh

At the outset of his presentation, Ambassador (Retd) Muhammad Zamir conveyed
his deep homage to Bangabandhu, all his family members, and those who passed away on
August 15, 1975. He also remembered those who lost their lives on August 21, 2004, from
the attack carried out to assassinate Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. He then
thanked BIISS for hosting a wonderful discussion on Bangabandhu and inviting some
very significant people to share their opinion.

Ambassador Zamir shared that he had the honour of knowing Bangabandhu when
he was a Class VIII student in Narinda, where he used to live in 1958. Bangabandhu came
to visit his father along with Mr Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, who was a very close friend
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of his father. Ambassador Zamir and his family shifted from Narinda to Dhanmondi
in January 1965. By September 1965, the war between India and Pakistan had already
started. One day, he was going for swimming in the pool of the University of Dhaka.
Bangabandhu called him for a chat and talked about the war. He appointed Ambassador
Zamir as the Civil Defence Warden in Dhanmondi. Bangabandhu asked him to patrol the
areas around the Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi Road No. 2, Satmasjid Road, and Dhanmondi
Road No. 27 on a cycle and make sure that children were not playing on the road. This
demonstrates Bangabandhu’s affection for children. One day, the then Secretary General
of Bangladesh Awami League call him over the phone and wanted to make a plan for
Bangabandhu’s birthday on March 17. Ambassador Zamir felt that it would be the perfect
day to do something for the children of the country. Therefore, March 17, the birthday
of Bangabandhu, is also celebrated as Children’s Day in Bangladesh. He reiterated that
Bangabandhu would always think about people’s well-being and betterment.

Later, Ambassador Zamir and his wife sought political asylum in London from Egypt.
Bangabandhu asked him to go from London to Moscow to Dhaka instead and delegated
him to oversee the India desk at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. People in the Indian High
Commission, including J N Dixit, Sati Lambah, Arundhati Ghose and Chandrashekhar
Dasgupta had a conception that people from the Hindu community had the right to visit
the Indian High Commission for passing the complaints they had. Ambassador Zamir
questioned why they would not go to the police stations in Bangladesh as it is a sovereign
state. Bangabandhu supported him and boldly responded to the people from Indian High
Commission when they went to him. He called Ambassador Zamir, made him the Chef
de Cabinet and asked Mr Mohammad Hanif (who later became the Mayor of Dhaka) to
accompany him. The presenter reiterated that he learnt a lot from Bangabandhu by being
close to him. When Bangabandhu told J N Dixit about the misconception of the Indian
High Commission mentioned above, many other high-profile politicians of Bangladesh
were also present there, including Tajuddin Ahmad, General M A G Osmani, and Samad
Azad (Former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh).

Ambassador Zamir shared that, in February 1972, Bangabandhu went to Kolkata
and spoke in front of people at the Brigade Parade Ground, known as Gorer Math.
Ambassador Salman Haidar, Private Secretary of Indira Gandhi, informed Ambassador
Zamir that, Bangabandhu went up to Ms Gandhi and said, “You have done a lot for us;
but it now time to take back the Indian soldiers from Bangladesh.” In the next room, there
were P N Haksar, D P Dhar and Salman Haidar. Ms Gandhi told them what Bangabandhu
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had said and added that he invited her to Bangladesh. She made a plan to be in Dhaka
on March 15, two days ahead of his birthday, and to agree with him on taking back all the
Indian soldiers. She though that it would be a good birthday present for Bangabandhu.
However, she also highlighted that there were 93,000 Prisoners of War (POWSs) who
should also be allowed to go back. She came to Bangladesh, met Bangabandhu and thanked
him. Bangabandhu replied that Bangladeshis greatly admired what India had done for
Bangladesh. But there was something else which was bothering the countrymen. Pakistan
had been saying that there was no need to recognise Bangladesh because it was ultimately
going to be a province of India. Eventually, the soldiers and the POWs went back. But
Bangabandhu did not stop there. On April 17, 1973, after completion of the investigation of
crimes committed by the Pakistani occupation forces and their auxiliaries, it was decided
to try 195 persons for serious crimes, which included genocide, war crime, crime against
humanity (as per the Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions), along with murder, rape and
arson. It was also decided that the trials of such persons and others associated in planning
and executing those crimes would be held in accordance with universally recognised
judicial norms. Ambassador Zamir referred to the speech of H E Mr Anisul Huq, MP,
who informed the audience how the process was stopped after the brutal assassination of
Bangabandhu in 1975 but restarted and necessary steps were taken under the leadership
of the current Prime Minister of Bangladesh, H E Sheikh Hasina. Mr Huq himself played

an important role here.
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In the context of Foreign Policy, it was very interesting that by March 26, 1972,
after Indira Gandhi had come and left and the soldiers had been withdrawn, 54 countries
from Asia, Europe, Africa and Latin America recognised Bangladesh. But this recognition
factor was further taken forward by various dimensions when on November 27, 1972, the
United Nations (UN) Secretary General Dr Kurt Waldheim came to Dhaka and had a long
discussion with Bangabandhu, although Bangladesh was not yet a member of the UN.
More than 10 million people had left Bangladesh, had gone across the border as refugees
in India and they were coming back. Dr Waldheim came to discuss about that, and also
about nearly 401,000 (four hundred and one thousand) people of Bangladeshi origin who
were in internment in various parts of Pakistan. They discussed on how to bring them
back. The question came up about the people of Bihari origin who wanted to go back
to Pakistan but were not able to do so. At that time, Sadruddin Aga Khan, the then UN
High Commissioner for Refugees came to Bangladesh. Bangabandhu asked Ambassador
Zamir to go to the Tejgaon airport and receive him. That is how the process of repatriation
started through the UN Relief Operations Dacca (UNROD). Two very eminent persons
from the UN came to Dhaka—Kofi Annan, who was then a P5 Officer at the UNHCR, and
Sérgio Vieira de Mello, who was the P2 Officer at the UNHCR, and later became the Under
Secretary General and was also supposed to be the Secretary General but was murdered
in Baghadad.

Ambassador Zamir discussed that many people came to Bangabandhu at the
Ganabhaban one day and asked why, despite being a Muslim country, Bangladeshis were
not allowed by Saudi Arabia to go and perform Umrah or Hajj. Bangabandhu was a very
sincere Muslim. Ambassador Zamir himself saw Bangabandhu regularly saying his Asr
and Maghrib prayers. Therefore, when the opportunity came, Bangabandhu understood
the denotations and connotations of it and captured it. On October 6, 1973, when Egypt
under General Saad el-Shazly, the Chief of General Staff and the Syrian Armed Forces
launched two fronts against Israel, Bangabandhu called a meeting. General Osmani also
came because he was in charge of tea which was previously being exported to Pakistan but
then it was stranded because no country was buying it. There were thousands of leftover
wooden boxed filled with tea. Bangabandhu remembered that Ambassador Zamir once
told him about the Egyptians’ love for tea. So, he asked General Osmani to hire a plane
and added that a six-member medical team along with Ambassador Zamir would carry
six tonnes of tea. At that time, there was no aeroplane of Bangladesh Civil Aviation.
Bangladesh hired a plane from the British Caledonian Airways. Captain Macintosh, a
Scottish person, flew it. They were supposed to fly directly to Cairo; however, it was not
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possible since the war was still going on. So, it had to fly to Turkey first, then to Libya.
When the plane landed in Benghazi, the tea was sent to Cairo over land, and the medical
team was sent through the sea.

The action of Bangabandhu made King Faisal of Saudi Arabia, the Shahen Shah of
Kuwait and everyone else asked Bhutto why he was not letting Bangladesh to be a part of
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (then ‘Conference’). Its summit was going to take
place in Lahore in February 1974. Bhutto sent a team to Bangladesh, including the Foreign
Minister of Algeria and Sheikh Sabah Al-Sabah, the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Kuwait who later became the Emir. Bangabandhu expressed that three things
had to be done before he would agree to go to Pakistan—when Bangabandhu would come
down from the plane, the flag of Bangladesh must be hoisted; the national anthem of
Bangladesh must be played; and the Guard of Honour must be provided. The plane was
provided by Algeria and ten members including Ambassador Zamir went to Lahore. In
the summit, Bangabandhu met all the leaders including Mohammad Reza Pahlavi from
Iran. He decided to open an embassy in Iran and sent Ambassador Zamir there. He was
also in charge of Turkey from there. Ambassador Zamir emphasised how these incidents
reflect the farsightedness of Bangabandhu.

Ambassador Zamir opined that everyone should have a copy of Bangabandhu’s
speech at the 29th session of UN General Assembly (UNGA) on September 25, 1974.
Through this speech, he shared what steps or measures should be undertaken. Those
steps are now being undertaken by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Ambassador Zamir
also helped Bangabandhu during the reconstruction effort of Bangladesh after 1972.
Bangabandhu was very fond of Khana, the great agricultural thinker of this subcontinent,
and would often make reference to her observations pertaining to the matrix of agriculture.
Farming was used for food recovery and improving the economic livelihood in the war-
devastated Bangladesh. In this context, reference was drawn to particular types of livestock
and poultry—cows, bullocks, goats, ducks and pigeons. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also
stresses on the importance of agriculture. Khana referred to particular types of vegetables
and how they could help a farmer. Bangabandhu emphasised on the cultivation of Mango
which led to its enormous production in Rajshahi. At different times, farmers pointed
out to him that they were having difficulties in finding necessary assistance with regard
to fertilisers for the crops during his visits outside Dhaka. He did not hesitate to refer to
Khana and discuss her reference to organic fertilisers—not only of cow dung but also of
ash, rotten leaves and grass. Bangabandhu’s references influenced Ambassador Zamir to
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write a book on Khana from the Bangla Academy of which 25,000 copies has been sold.
He concluded his speech by thanking the audience and added that he had learnt a lot from

the event.
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Global Economic Order: The Philosophies of Bangabandhu
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Dr Atiur Rahman
Bangabandhu Chair Professor, University of Dhaka

At the beginning, Dr Atiur Rahman, Bangabandhu Chair Professor, University
of Dhaka paid his tribute to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Bangamata Sheikh
Fazilatunnesa Mujib, martyrs who were killed on August 15, 1975, as well as all the freedom
fighters of the liberation war and the Bengali language movement. He stated that the
discussion on Bangabandhu’s economic philosophy and the global economic order is very
pertinent today. At this moment, the whole world is going through an economic crisis.
It is true particularly for Europe and Africa. The global economy had to sustain inflation
at a time when the supply chain was heavily disrupted due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Meanwhile, the Russo-Ukrainian war took place. Today’s inflation has much to do with
this supply chain disruption, an increase in transport and import costs, and the high price
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of fuel. When Bangabandhu took up the mission of reconstructing Bangladesh, a similar
kind of economic crisis was taking place. Fuel price increased all on a sudden and US
President Richard Nixon withdrew United Sates (US) from the Smithsonian Agreement.
Bangabandhu took a number of initiatives to save the economy of Bangladesh at this
crisis moment. It not only reconstructed the national economy but also stabilised it
and the inflation rate was almost reduced to half. But all of this was put to an end by
Bangabandhu’s assassination in 1975.

Dr Rahman stated that Bangabandhu was a creative leader who also helped others
dream. Professor James Manor, in his speech titled “Understanding Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman” at SOAS, University of London on April 10, 2018, pointed out three
reasons why Bangabandhu stood out among many other leaders who were also fathers
of their nations: Firstly, he was a true secular leader, not an “ethnic nationalist.” He
dropped the word “Muslim” from the name of his party to incorporate people from all
religion. This is why, Amartya Sen has recently said in a webinar organised by the London
School of Economics that Bangabandhu was a global friend (Viswabandhu) in all respect
because he did not want to mix up religion and politics. He wanted to prevent the misuse
of religion which is a global problem. Secondly, he emphasised on building organisations
at the grass roots. He also left the position of Minister to serve as the General Secretary
of the party. Thirdly, he was always open for dialogues and negotiations and not a “hot
headed” agitator. He welcomed his enemies with a smiling face even after the war had
started.

Dr Rahman mentioned that “society without exploitation” was at the core of
Bangabandhu’s development philosophy. Common people were his priorities. On
December 15, 1973, Bangabandhu uttered with valour, “This independence will be
meaningful to me only when the woes of the farmers, laborers and the deprived of
Bangladesh end.” In 1974, he spoke at Rajshahi Madrasa premises and mentioned that he
wanted to build a Bangladesh where everyone would be able to eat, young people would
have the opportunity to work, children would play happily, and mothers would smile. He
dreamt of a Bangladesh free of deprivation.

Bangabandhu walked on his own foot for balanced development. Dr Rahman echoed
Ambassador Zamir who explained how Bangabandhu had always stressed on agriculture
to provide food for huge population. Agriculture would supply raw material for industries
and fulfil the demand for goods. Therefore, agriculture and industry received 24 per cent
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and 20 per cent of the First Five Year Plan (FYP) allocations, respectively. Bangabandhu’s
strategy for industrialisation had to be state led because all the major industrialists were
in Pakistan and there was nobody to take initiatives for Bangladesh. He wanted to protect
local industries through the state. However, at the same time, the first FYP emphasised
on creating enabling environment for private sector. The ceiling for private investment
increased from BDT2.5 million to BDT30 million in FY1974-75, and 133 abandoned units
were handed over to the private sector. He made a plan which could incorporate the state
and the private sector together.

He was well-aware of the resource constraints. Nevertheless, he was committed
to building institutions, infrastructures and human capitals for attaining inclusive
development. Within less than four years, Bangladesh’s per capita income almost tripled—
from US$93 in 1972 to US$272.75 in 1975. In 1976, it went down to US$138.59; and in
1977, it decreased to US$128.81. It took 13 years to go back to the level that Bangabandhu
attained.

When Bangabandhu was at the helm of newly independent Bangladesh, the
developing world was facing a lot of challenges. Bangabandhu believed that economic
freedom had to be secured without sacrificing political freedom and economic growth had
to be achieved without sacrificing social justice. Dr Rahman opined that Bangabandhu
guided global leadership along a prudent path. At the Commonwealth Summit in Ottawa,
August 1973, Bangabandhu said,

“If the export earnings of such countries must be expanded, intending
to promote self-reliance, the rich countries must help them to meet
the threat of substitutes effectively. This calls for research, the
development of new uses of raw material, and increased productivity
and technological innovation.”

Bangabandhu also rightly identified “self-reliance” and “economic cooperation”
among the non-aligned countries as the ways forward. At the same summit, Bangabandhu
pointed out,

“We appreciate the arguments for forming a common market among
the rich countries of Europe. We in the developing world must exploit
similar opportunities for cooperation and specialisation, including
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trade liberalisation, among ourselves to expand exports to each
other’s markets.”

Today, globalisation is facing a major threat. Due to the Ukraine war, the mobility
of labour and goods is almost at a standstill compared to the last three decades. Dr
Rahman informed the audience how Bangabandhu prudently addressed global disparities.
Bangabandhu said,

“We recognise that disparities between the poor and the rich
countries cannot be eliminated overnight or indeed for a long time
to come, but what is imperative is that the international community
should recognise the responsibility of ensuring a critical minimum
rate of growth of between six to seven percent per annum in the
poor countries... One might argue about the pros and cons of various
methods of accomplishing such an objective, but none can argue
against the objective itself.”

Bangabandhu was a global leader with farsighted foreign policy. He was very much
aware of the geopolitical tension of the Cold War. Yet he envisaged Bangladesh as the
“Switzerland of the East” and worked for regional and global peace. Dr Rahman read out a
few lines from Bangabandhu’s speech at the United Nations (UN) on September 25, 1974,

“... We can look forward to a world where human creativity and
the great achievements of our age in science and technology will be
able to shape a better future free from the threat of nuclear war and
based upon sharing of technology and resources on a global scale, so
that men everywhere can begin to enjoy the minimal conditions of a
decent life.”
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Dr Rahman opined that Bangabandhu’s economic philosophy is still guiding the
world amid the current global financial crisis. Overcoming a lot of global geopolitical and
economic challenges, Bangladesh is advancing along the path shown by Bangabandhu,
under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. After facing the COVID-19 crisis
effectively, Bangladesh is doing relatively much better than most other countries in coping
with the economic crises induced by the Russo-Ukrainian war and the strengthening of
US Dollar following the tightening of US monetary policy. Agriculture had a major impact
here. Dr Rahman added that the fighting spirit instilled by Bangabandhu is Bangladesh’s
greatest social capital. When Indira Gandhi came to Bangladesh, she told many people,
“You have Bangabandhu. What are you afraid of?” After all these years, his economic
philosophy, his teachings of equity are the most precious capitals for the people of
Bangladesh. He hoped that Bangladesh would be able to overcome the current challenges
utilising that capital.

Dr Rahman mentioned that Bangabandhu was an eternal optimist. He was able
to reduce inflation from 62 per cent to around 30 per cent. On March 26, 1975, while
declaring the programme of the Second Revolution, Bangabandhu said,
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“This situation will not persist for long. We are the people of
Bangladesh; we have soil, we have ‘golden Bengal,” we have jute,
natural gas, forests, fisheries, and livestock. If we can develop, In sha
Allah this situation will improve. Today, you [developed countries]
are taking advantage and increasing the shipping cost. Prices of
commodities are rising. And we are forced to buy them. We die of
hunger; we suffer from inflation; we are unable to live...”

He also said, “Bangladesh has been born into this World. Bangladesh has come to stay.
None can destroy it.”

Dr Rahman finished his speech with a poem by Mahadeb Saaha dedicated to Bangabandhu,
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OPEN DISCUSSION

Air Cdre (Retd) Ishfaq Ilahi Choudhury said that the discussion that is
missing is Bangabandhu’s vision regarding defence. He said that Bnagbandhu was for
peace, but he believed in peace with strength. And this was reflected in the very first
when on 5/6th February 1972, he raised the issue of removal of Indian troops from the
country. He said that this was a huge task logistically because, at that time, three or four
battalion Indian troops were there the air force was there along with the prisoners of
war. But Bangabandhu ensures that the last troops left Bangladesh before the Prime
Minister’s arrival. He said that Bangabandhu had said that before the parade of 26th
March 1972, the Indian troops will leave. He said that he is raising these issues because
before the 15 august assignations, many blamed Bangabandhu that there were Indian
elements in Bangladesh, and he was loyal to India. But Bangabandhu was the one who
raise the Farakka issue during the Bangladesh-India meeting and signed an agreement on
enclaves. Unfortunately, that was not solved up until recent years under Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, and all the occupied lands have also been returned to Bangladesh.
Another thing that Bangabandhu is blamed for is the creation of the Rokkhi Bahini, Air
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Commodore Ishfaq said that being in the military, he used to think that Rokkhi Bahini
had Indian soldiers in it, and a lot of people of Bangladesh were also misinformed that the
Rokkhi bahini was created to control the army. But after the 15™ of August, Rokkhi Bahini
completely merged with the army, and those who had spread the propaganda against
Rokkhi Bahini came to control it and many of his friends who are now Major Generals and
Brigadiers of the Bangladesh army actually come from Rokkhi Bahini. Bangabandhu is
also responsible for the sea demarcation of Bangladesh, long before India or many other
countries. Bangabandhu also emphsised on defence. During his first visit to Russia he
signed an agreement and Bangladesh got Russian aircraft as a result During the famine
of 1974, those aircraft were useful for Bangladesh. Lastly, he said that if one analyses the
1972 budget, it can be seen that 1.5% of the GDP was allocated to defence, a number that
still remains constant today. So, those who blame Bangabandhu for the situation before
15" August are extremely wrong and must be condemned.

Abul Hasan Chowdhury, former State Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Bangladesh, at the outset, paid his deep respect to the greatest Bangali of all time,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahaman and Begum Fazilatunnesa Mujib and all other
members of the Mujib family who had lost their lives during the brutal assassination of
15™ August 1975. He said that, he is also thankful that the country got back the honourable
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. He said that he does not have the ability to discuss anything
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new outside what he has learned from the panellists. He then raised two points that he
thinks are extremely pertinent. He said that at the time when Bangladesh had to begin
its liberation war, the world was very different, it was totally polarised between the Soviet
Union and its followers and the US and its followers.

He also said that he himself was a witness of the tremendous ground-level support
for Bangladesh in India, in Europe and even in the US where there was the obnoxious
administration of Nixon and Kissinger. He also mentioned the support of corporate
America, the bipartisan support in congress, the media and the concert in madison square.
Even as a teenager, he thought how that was possible. Now, he believes that it was possible
because of the vision of Bangabandhu. He said that the universality of Bangabandhu’s
vision has come across many times and people could identify with his vision because
Bangladesh was de jure recognised, it had such great support from the people of the west.

He gave another example which had never happened before. The example was that
long before 16™ December victory day, sometime in the mid-August, the conservative
government of the UK allowed the opening of the Bangladesh mission in London with
its own flag. Pakistan had called the UK government and threatened to walk out of the
Commonwealth, but the UK government did not take any action and Pakistan ended up
walking out of the commonwealth club.

He then mentioned an incident that he had not talked about before. He said that
at the beginning of the 80s, Sheikh Hasina had a meeting with Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Benazir Bhuttoin London. Prime Minister had asked Ms Bhutto that both their fathers were
elected leaders so how could then Pakistan’s Prime Minister recognise the government of
Bangladesh who was responsible for Bangbandhu’s (her father’s) murder? Bhutto had no
answer, she promptly told a lie that her father was sobbing like a child, Pakistan’s foreign
ministry was responsible for that action. The second time the Prime Minister pressed
Bhutto and asked how it was possible for the Pakistani foreign ministry to take this action
without the consent of the leader of the nation. The result of the conversation is that
Bhutto talked a lot about Bangladesh and Bangabandhu in her speech at the LSE some
days after. And in 1993, when there was a conference of the opposition parties, Sheikh
Hasina was specially invited.

He said that the global approach was started by Bangabandhu and rudely brought to
a halt by the 15" August assassination has restarted. And here he remembers the greatest
Bengali of all time whose vision continues to inspire people. He said that we have to take
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up the spirit of Bangabandhu to understand the alignment. Long before the structure of
the SAARC was laid out, Banghabadhu has dreamt of the SAARC in philosophical terms
when he said that the neighbourhood could not trigger away the energy and economy
by fighting each other. And if the countries can cooperate and maintain friendship, the
countries can move ahead. So he thinks that the country must look into Bangabandhu’s
spirit if it wants to solve the Rohingya crisis. The Rohingyas are not Bangladesh’s problem.
The Prime Minister has shown generosity for which everyone is thankful but now it’s the
world’s problem.
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Lt Colonel (Retd) Md Sahadat Hossain said that as a military officer he had
to study leadership for 27 years. For his promotion exams, he studied Khalid Bin Walid,
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WWI and WWII, but even after studying all those leaders, in his mind the only leader is
Bangabandhu. In 1971, he was a student in class four. At the age of 60, his biggest regret
is why he was so young at that time, and why he could not be a freedom fighter. He said
that in his young mind, the leader was Bangabandhu. Without pointing fingers at any
institution, he said that it is a matter of great sorrow that the country that was liberated
under such a leadership is suffering from corruption. He gave a proposal that the real
freedom fighters and the researchers on Bangabandhu, who are alive today, should try to
remove corruption from the country with the spirit of Bangabandhu. He also said that due
to the degradation of the educational system, he was not sure that the country will have
intellectuals like the Dr Imtiaz in the coming 20/50 years. He said that only discussing
Bangabandhu’s life in seminars will not help the country rather if people can indoctrinate
themselves in Bangabandhu’s vision and then work to remove corruption and improve the
educational system, then Bangladesh will be able to prove to the world that it is because
Bangladesh had Bangabandhu that the country could surpass Singapore.

M S Siddiqui, Legal Economist, said that what was heard after the assassination
of the Bangabandhu was that Bangabandhu’s economic plan was not successful and that
caused the famine of 1974. He said that much has been written about his political ideology
but what he understands is that there is not enough research on his economic policy. He
asked the celebrity authors and researchers to write more on Bangabandhu’s economic
policy. He feels that it is required at the moment.
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Amina Bosor Oni, a student of the Political Science department, at the University
of Dhaka said that she was very very happy and proud to hear from the renowned scholars
live whom she has always seen on TV talk shows. She then talked about her classes where
they were asked by the teacher which line of Bangabandhu’s 7th march speech was
important to her. She said that in her opinion, the important line was when Bangabandhu
said that even if only one person had the correct/just idea (against others), he would
support that just opinion. She then said that if we want to implement Bangbandhu’s
vision in the 21st century, his speech of 7th March can be a good tool for that. Even for
transparency and accountability, Bangabandhu has shown good guidelines. Bangladesh’s
Vision can also be achieved through implementation of ideas from Bangabandhu’s 7t
March speech.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)

43




RESPONSES FROM THE SPEAKERS

Pause/Stop Recording Reactian

Dr Atiur Rahman
Bangabandhu Chair Professor, University of Dhaka
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Ambassador (Retd) Muhammad Zamir
Former Chief Information Commissioner of Bangladesh
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Lt Col (Retd) Quazi Sajjad Ali Zahir, Bir Protik (RM)
Recipient of Swadinata Padak and Padma Shri
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Professor Dr Syed Anwar Husain
Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Bangladesh University of Professionals
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SPEECH BY THE SESSION CHAIR

Recording Reactions

Professor Dr Imtiaz Ahmed
Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka
and Director, Centre for Genocide Studies (CGS), University of Dhaka

At the outset, Professor Dr Imtiaz Ahmed, Department of International
Relations, University of Dhaka and Director, Centre for Genocide Studies (CGS),
University of Dhaka thanked all the speakers for their excellent deliberations. In his
remarks, he highlighted Bangabandhu’s vision and its relevance in the 21st century and
sought the answer to the question: what relevance does Bangabandhu’s vision have in the
21st century? As Bangabandhu’s speeches are available, when someone starts to study his
speeches it is not that difficult to dig and theorise the vision of Bangabandhu. According to
him, the biggest vision of Bangabandhu which takes him to the global level is the culture
of peace. He was absolutely uncompromising on the issue of peace. And probably that
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costed his life. A few years back Dr Imtiaz conducted a content analysis of Bangabandhu’s
speeches delivered at various conferences. He gathered 22 speeches of Bangabandhu
delivered both at the national and international levels and also in bilateral and multilateral
meetings. In the 22 speeches, Bangabandhu used the word ‘peace’ 151 times. That is an
incredible commitment to peace. If someone keeps on digging into all that he said, s/he
will find that some of the things are very clear. He had an uncompromisingly anti-war
attitude. He was against all kinds of war, does not matter where it occurs. And thus, he
is so relevant today, particularly when we have the Ukraine war. Dr Imtiaz is shocked to
witness that nobody is into diplomacy or peace. And that is the relevance of Bangabandhu.
He was against the arms race. Not to mention, he was also against colonialism and racism.
And this is what probably costed his life. Because by that time, there was a rigid Cold War
but then he was openly in favour of Fidel Castro, Nelson Mandela, Yasir Arafat, Ho Chi
Minh and also against the Vietnam War. That takes guts at that particular time when the
economy of the country was down at the bottom and the infrastructure was broken. At
that level telling the world that he was not going to take sides and keeping to the principle
of “friendship towards all and malice towards none” takes quite a gut. On 06" February
1972, he went to Kolkata and said something there which is important to comprehend
his vision. While Indira Gandhi was standing just behind him, Bangabandhu stated that
“Let there be an end once for all the sterile policy of confrontations between neighbours.”
Through this statement, Bangabandhu was referring to the India-Pakistan conflict. And
then he went on, “Let us not fitter away our natural resources but use them to lift the
standard of living of our people. And then as for us, we will not be found wanting to
cooperate with all concern for creating an area of peace in South Asia.” And that is also a
testimony that he had the vision of creating SAARC in February 1972.

Dr Imtiaz thinks that we need to create “the Bangladesh Dream” because the young
generation or meritorious students do not see dreams. Now they hate the American
Dreams. The idea of the American Dream was floated in 1936. The person who floated
really had a vision. We are still stuck to the American Dream. And of course now there is
the “Chinese Dream” of Xi Jinping. And he thinks that it is time to create the Bangladesh
Dream based on Bangabandhu’s vision.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)

50



Bangabandhu’s Vision: Relevance in the Context of 21st Century

Bangabandhu was very much interested in infrastructures. Because infrastructure
was then really nowhere. Today, infrastructure to some extent resembles the dream of
Bangabandhu. Today, Padma Bridge is an interesting marker because Padma Bridge has
also created the dream—a dream mainly because we got challenged by the World Bank
and then the Prime Minister decided to make it with our own resources. If someone looks
into infrastructure itself, s/he will realise that it can change Bangladesh. He then gave
some statistics and mentioned that only six high speed trains can change the picture of
Bangladesh by connecting eight divisions of Bangladesh. With those trains, people will
need only one hour to go to Sylhet and Chattogram and only 20 minutes to Barishal.
According to an estimation, it will cost US$10 billion to have a high-speed train from Dhaka
to Chattogram. Interestingly, annually US $8- $14 billion money is being laundered. Then
if it is possible to stop money laundering for one year, then we will be able to have one
high-speed train. Thus, he opined that the vision has to be broadened. He then mentioned
second, third and fourth points which are agriculture, health and education. He mentioned
that if it is possible to construct sixty-four comprehensive hospitals in sixty-four districts,
then the total scenario of health will be changed. Similarly, he mentioned that if we can
construct sixty-four centre of excellence in sixty four districts then the total scenario of
education will also be changed. From his experience of teaching in Dhaka University he
mentioned that most of the children of the elite class of the society do not study in the
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University of Dhaka which is a big problem. Without changing the structure or the belief
system that “studying in a public University is a good option”, none will be able to bring
qualitative change. Otherwise, the country may face the similar situation of Sri Lanka
because within 30 years of the war in Sri Lanka, children of the elite class of the country
abandoned country.

While concluding, Professor Imtiaz thanked all of the audience including the
panelists. He flagged a couple of things. One of those is corruption and he noted that
hardly any country will be found where corruption does not exist. According to him, in
terms of volume, corruption in the US is the highest. He gave an example that on the
vaccine issue, there was alleged corruption of US$100 billion. Dr Imtiaz thinks that it
is important to see where the laundered money is being re-invested. Interestingly, the
money from corruption in the US is reinvested in the US. However, the corrupted money
of Bangladesh is also reinvested in the Western countries like the US. He thinks that is
the problem and if we can resolve the problem, that will be a good thing. According to
him, it is quite impossible to make a totally corruption-free society. He mentioned that
Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) makes a ranking of the corrupted countries.
However, they do not make rankings of the destination of the corrupted money. If it does
such rankings, then it will be visible that all money is going to the developed countries,
i.e., the UK, Switzerland, US, Canada. Today, one of the most uttered names is “Begum
para” which is all about that corrupted money but they keep it quiet. He added that the
way universities are ranked is also problematic. Dhaka University lags behind in terms
of ranking, however, if budgetary issues are taken into account, then we will see Dhaka
University’s annual budget is US$102 million whereas the budget of Harvard University
is US$5.6 billion. He noted that if Dhaka University gets the budget of US$1 billion then
eminent scholars like Amartya Sen will also come to teach in Dhaka University along with
Harvard University. Hence, he noted that how China has brought change in this arena is
also remarkable. He himself was a member of a committee of Tianjin University where
they made a United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
chair and signals that money is not an issue in education. In this sector, if we can bring
change then the future will be bright. He mentioned that, these days, along with brain
drain, there is also asset drain which he thinks should be stopped.
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He also flagged the issue of democracy. He noted that we have not been imaginative
with the word democracy. Democracy has been hijacked by many countries including
the US. He noted that he always points out to the issue that being a democratic country
since the second world war the US has waged unlawful wars. If the Korean War is put
aside, then the bulk of wars waged by the US are unlawful wars that killed millions of
people. He then raised a question: if a country can wage an unlawful war, then how can
it be termed as a democratic country? So, democracy has been hijacked and confined to
the electoral system and we are no longer imaginative about democracy. Hence, we need
to be more imaginative and we should keep in our mind Mahatma Gandhi’s words that
democracy is a heartless doctrine. What it means is that 51 per cent can impose their
will on 49 percent. Dr Imtiaz is against it. Even nowadays, 51 per cent vote is also not
required. When Narendra Modi for the first time came into power, he received only 34
per cent of the popular vote, however, gained two-thirds of the majority seats, And the
second time he received 36 per cent of the popular vote and two-thirds of the majority.
In the US elections also, it is seen that the majority of them received a lesser number of
popular votes. Democracy is a beautiful word; however, we need to reinvent democracy.
Like other concepts, socialism or nationalism the concept of democracy has also been
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hijacked. Hence, we should ponder upon the issue of how the voices of the grassroots are
also reflected in the decision-making processes. His last point was the issue of a culture of
fear. He mentioned that nowadays, there is geopolitics of fear. He then took an endeavour
in explaining why the geopolitics of fear and the Taiwan issue evolved. According to him
and many others, by creating tensions in Taiwan, the US wants the scientists of advanced
chips to migrate to the US. Because they know that today and tomorrow when Taiwan
will annex China, then the number of advanced microchips that will come to the control
of China is unimaginable. Taiwan is already a key player in producing microchips and
mainland China is also developing that and the combined force will be huge. A US
university has already made a simulation to assess how many Taiwanese scientist and
researchers would like to go to the US if the US becomes able to successfully show the
‘China fear’ to the Taiwanese. Unfortunately, the report could not impress them because
they found that not many of them will be interested to migrate to the US. Because of the
issues like xenophobia or the Black Lives Matter movement, the American Dream has
faded. Thus, Dr Imtiaz opined that we have to alter the culture of fear and geopolitics of
fear. If the culture of fear is not changed then it will be difficult to stop the brain drain.
He in this regard mentioned Lenin’s famous quote ‘the concrete analysis of the concrete
situation’. Hence, if we unimaginatively think of democracy then it will be difficult to fulfil
the dreams of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
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